
 
 
 
 
 
 

Adult Forums — Fall 2017 
Sundays, 9:30 a.m., Chapel Lounge 

 
September 3 “Bread for the World: Survive and Thrive—It Begins with You” 
(after 9:30 liturgy) 

This is our day to advocate for those who live with hunger. Mount Olive has been a 
Bread for the World Covenant Church for more than 20 years, and each year we 
take time to join with millions of others in writing to our congressional 
representatives urging support of programs that will continue to reduce the number 
of people who live with hunger in the world.  http://www.bread.org/ 

 

September 10 “Conversation with the Vicar” Vicar Jessica Christy 
A guided conversation about the background and call to ministry of the vicar 
serving at Mount Olive this year, Jessica Christy. 

 
September 17 “From Genesis to Exodus” Anna Scott 

A picture of economic realities in South Minneapolis and the introduction of the new 
Genesis Loan Program to lend struggling families a helping hand by creating a safe 
lending option. 

Anna Scott is the Neighborhood Ministries Coordinator at Mount Olive. 
 
September 24 “The Minneapolis–Leipzig Connection” The Rev. Morris Wee 

What's going on in the church of Luther 500 years after the Reformation? What can 
we learn from our German partners? 

Morris Wee is co-chair of the Minneapolis Area Synod's Leipzig Partnership Team, and 
he participated in the first clergy exchange program, serving at the Sophia Parish of 
Leipzig from September 2015 to July 2016. 

 
October 1 “Writing the Pentecost Icon” Nicholas Markell 

Nicholas Markell has written three of the icons at Mount Olive: the Ascension 
(columbarium), the Incarnation, and now, the Pentecost icon, commissioned by 
Adam Krueger and Thomas Fenner with Adam's family to the glory of God in 
memory of Adam's father, Alfred E. Krueger (1922–2015). We thank Adam and 
Thomas for sponsoring the writing of the icon and this forum. 

A master iconographer in the Byzantine and Romanesque traditions, Nicholas Markell 
earned a Master of Arts in theology and a Master of Divinity from Washington 
Theological Union. Nicholas was the primary graphic artist for Evangelical Lutheran 



Worship and its companion books, and in 2012 and 2017 won the Trout Stamp 
competition sponsored by the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources. 
http://www.markellstudios.com/ 

 

October 8 “Hymns of Martin Luther” Dr. Paul Westermeyer 
Martin Luther, though he is often regarded as an iconoclast and the first person to 
introduce congregational singing into the church (with bar tunes), in fact was deeply 
indebted to and grateful for the hymnic heritage he received. This forum will be a 
discussion of some hymns Martin Luther wrote, translated, or adapted, with 
considerations of their backgrounds. 

Paul Westermeyer is Emeritus Professor of Church Music at Luther Seminary in St. 
Paul, where he taught, served as the cantor, and directed the Master of Sacred Music 
program. 

 

October 15 “Bethania Kids” Representatives from Bethania Kids 
For 30 years, Bethania Kids has brought wholeness and hope to poor, abandoned, 
and disabled children in India. For many of those years, Mount Olive has been a 
partner in this ministry, and the late Gene Hennig, a founder of Bethania Kids, was a 
long-time member of Mount Olive, and the congregation continues to support this 
important global mission. 

For more information, see https://bethaniakids.org/about/ 
 

October 22 “Working for Climate Justice” Michael Lansing, Connie Marty 
What are green movements doing to address climate change? This forum takes a 
look at the broader context for climate justice work and offers an opportunity to ask 
questions, raise concerns, share insights, and affirm steps for moving toward care 
of the earth. 

Connie Marty and Michael Lansing are co-chairs of the Advisory Committee for Care 
of the Earth/Climate Justice at Mount Olive. 

 
October 29 “From Conflict to Communion” Don Luther 

Lutheran-Roman Catholic Commemoration of the Reformation in 2017 

November 6, All Saints Sunday  No Adult Forum 

November 12, 19, 26 “Where Our Heart Is” Pastor Joseph Crippen 
An exploration of capitalism, the market as god, and life in Christ, keeping in mind 
Jesus' admonition: “Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also” (Matthew 
6:21). 



December 3, 10 “A Liturgical Reading of Mark” Dr. Charles 
Bobertz Long before the Gospel writers put pen to papyrus, the earliest Christians 
participated in the powerful rituals of baptism and the Lord's Supper, which 
fundamentally shaped their understanding of God, Christ, and the world in which 
they lived. In these forums, a respected biblical scholar and teacher explores how 
cultural anthropology and ritual studies elucidate ancient texts. 

Charles Bobertz is Professor of Theology at the College of St. Benedict, St. Joseph, 
Minnesota. 

 
December 17 St. Lucia Scandinavian Brunch Hosted by 

the Crosby and Pipkorn Families 
 

December 24, Christmas Eve No Adult Forum 
 
 

Coming in 2018 
 
February 25, March 4 "At the Table at the Time of Jesus" Earl Schwartz 

Table fellowship and the significance of eating and associated practices at the 
time of Jesus and his followers. 

 
March 11, 18 "Liturgical Musings" Father Jan Michael Joncas 

What is the significance of the many words and actions in the liturgy? How are 
they shaping us? 

 
 
Please check back for updates. 


