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December 18, 2019  

The Olive Branch 

December 22, 2019 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Isaiah 7:10-16 
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 

Romans 1:1-7 
Matthew 1:18-25 

_______________________ 
 

December 29, 2019 
First Sunday of Christmas 

 Isaiah 63:7-9 
Psalm 148 

Hebrews 2:10-18 
Matthew 2:13-23 

 

A publication of Mount Olive Lutheran Church, Minneapolis, Minnesota 

Accent on Worship          Pastor Joseph Crippen 

   

Sunday Readings 

What’s in a name? 
     Sunday we hear a little Christmas in our Advent journey, 
Matthew’s Christmas story. On this Fourth Sunday of Advent, 
on which in some years we focus on Mary, we turn to her 
husband, Joseph. Only Matthew tells us Joseph’s side of the birth 
story. 
     It’s interesting, though. Unlike Luke’s Christmas account, 
Matthew says that this baby born to Mary will have two names. 
First, Matthew says the angel of God told Joseph, “you are to 
name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” The 
meaning of Hebrew names was very often an important sign for 
the person, and here Jesus’ name, Joshua in Hebrew, means 
“God saves.” And that name, or the Aramaic equivalent, 
Yeshua, is what this child was known as throughout his earthly 
life. 
     But a little later Matthew as narrator adds another name. He 
says that all this – Mary’s pregnancy, Joseph’s call to help her, 
Jesus’ birth – all this fulfilled Isaiah’s prophecy. And part of that 
prophecy, Matthew says, is that this child will be named 
“Emmanuel.” “Which means,” Matthew adds for those who 
don’t know their Hebrew, “God is with us.” 
     “God is with us.” “God saves.” Beautiful names. Except 
nowhere in Matthew’s Gospel is Jesus called “Emmanuel.” Only 
“Jesus.” To be sure, in Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus clearly is “God-
with-us,” in Jesus we see God’s face and hear God’s word of 
grace. But no one calls him that. 
     That’s because Matthew is saving that promise for the end of 
his Gospel. As Jesus ascended, Matthew reminds his hearers that 
Jesus said, “Behold, I will be with you always, to the end of the 
age.”  
 

(continued on page 4)

  

Advent 
Vespers 

Wednesday 
evenings, 

Dec. 4, 11, and 18 
7:00 pm 
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Christmas Schedule  
 

Christmas Eve, December 24 
4:00 pm – Holy Eucharist 
9:30 pm - Choral Prelude 

10:00 pm – Holy Eucharist 
 

Christmas Day, December 25 
8:30 am – Carry-In Breakfast 
10:00 am – Festival Eucharist 

 

  Upcoming Adult Forums   
     See brochures in the Chapel Lounge for detailed 
information about these forums. 
 

• Dec. 22: “Season of Waiting: Advent and Christmas 
Poems,” presented by Susan Palo Cherwien 

• Dec. 29: Christmas break – no forum 

 

Christmas Carry-In Breakfast  

     Celebrate the Feast of the Nativity, Wednesday, 
December 25, with a carry-in breakfast preceding the 
liturgy.   
     Bring a favorite Christmas food and enjoy a time of 
conversation with fellow Mount Olive worshipers from 
8:30 to 9:45 a.m. 
 

 
 

An Invitation 
     Mary Rose Watson and David Kaliher will be united in 
marriage at Mount Olive on Saturday, January 11, 2020 at 
4:00 p.m. 
     The congregation is invited to join them for this service 
of praise and blessing. 

 

 

 

 

Needed: Winter 
Accessories 
     Once again Mount Olive 
Neighborhood Ministries is 
collecting warm winter gear for our 
neighbors in need. These items will 
be distributed at regular winter 
Community Meals and also at our 
winter warming station. Please 
bring coats, jackets, hats, scarves, 
gloves, mittens, and warm socks to 
the designated box in the common 
area at church. 
______________________________ 
 

“The Word for Those 
Who Worry” 
Thursday Evening Bible Study 
Thursday evenings, 6 pm 
     Vicar Bristol Reading has been 
leading a 6-week series on “The 
Word for Those Who Worry.”  This 
study examines familiar biblical 
passages from a new angle to see 
how they might be a spiritual 
resource for us in the midst of 
worrying times.  
     Tomorrow night’s study, Dec. 19, 
is the last for this session . As 
always, we begin with a light 
supper at 6:00 p.m. 
 
 

 

Book Discussion 
     On January 11, the Book 
Discussion Group will discuss, The 
Fellowship of the Ring, (the first book 
in “Lord of the Rings” trilogy by J. 
R. R. Tolkien), and for February 8,  
The Invention of Nature: Alexander von 
Humboldt’s New World, by Andrea 
Wulf. 
All readers welcome!
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Calendar 
 

Wednesday, December 18 
10:00 am  Staff meeting 
5:30 pm  Youth Choir supper 
6:00 pm  Youth Choir rehearsal 
7:00 pm  Advent Vespers 
7:30 pm  Cantorei rehearsal 
7:35 pm  Y2 Confirmation 
8:00 pm  Narcotics Anonymous  
Thursday, December 19 
6:00 pm  Bible Study (final for this session) 
Saturday, December 21  
9:00 am  String ensemble rehearsal 
11:00 am  Diaper Depot open 
Noon  Community Meal 
1:00 pm  Funeral Visitation 
2:00 pm  Funeral Eucharist: Joyce Kunkel 
Sunday, December 22 – Fourth Sunday of Advent 
8:00 am  Holy Eucharist  
9:30 am  Sunday Church School / Adult Forum 
10:45 am  Holy Eucharist 
Monday, December 23 
7:00 pm  Narcotics Anonymous 
Tuesday, December 24 – Nativity of Our Lord: Christmas Eve 
4:00 pm  Christmas Eve Eucharist 
9:30 pm  Choral Prelude 
10:00 pm  Christmas Eve Eucharist 
Wednesday, December 25 – Nativity of Our Lord: Christmas Day 
8:30 am  Christmas Carry-In Brunch 
10:00 am  Christmas Day Eucharist 
Thursday, December 26 – Church offices closed 
  
  

 
 

Olive Branch Publication 
     Because Christmas Day and New Year’s Day both fall on 
Wednesdays this season, there will be NO Olive Branch 
published for the next 2 weeks. 
     Regular publication will resume with the January 8, 2020 
issue. 

 

 

Advent in the 
Sanctuary: This 
Sunday, December 
22, 9:30 am 
     We’ll gather in the West 

Assembly Area, enter the 
sanctuary in darkness and 
singing, and hear the Godly 
Play story of Advent in which 
the light of Christ comes into 
the world. Afterwards, we'll 
share a “feast” together. All 
people of all ages are invited! 
Please note: There will be no 
Godly Play on December 29. 
 

 

Theological 
Discussion Group 
     The revived Theological 
Discussion group will discuss 
The Civilization of Christianity, 
by John L. McKenzie, on 
Sunday, January 5, after the 
second liturgy. We will meet 
in the library. 
     Few, if any, can equal the 
brilliance of McKenzie's 
biblical insights as he helps 
us develop a perspective 
about global and political 
events in light of Jesus’ life 
and teaching. 
     This very readable book is 
most likely found online at 
used book sites and 
Amazon.com. 
     Questions? Call Al 
Bostelmann at 612 722-5957.    
 

The Olive Branch 
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 Nativity Sets Sought 
     It has been a tradition for the 
last couple years to display 
nativity sets that have been loaned 
or given to Mount Olive during 
the Christmas Season.  If you have 
a special nativity set that you 
would be willing to lend to Mount 
Olive for display, please contact 
Paul Nixdorf and let him know 
what you have and when you can 
deliver the set to the church.  The 
display will be put up on Sunday, 
December 22, and will remain on 
display until Sunday, January 5, 
2020.  
     Be sure to clearly mark the 
boxes containing the nativity sets 
so we can keep track of the sets 
and make sure they get returned 
to you.   
     If you have a very valuable or 
rare nativity set and are willing to 
let us display your set please let 
me know so that we can display 
your set in the locked display case.   
________________________________  
 

 2019 Contributions 

     Please note that if you have 
donations that you wish to be 
credited for 2019, those gifts need to 
be in the church office (or 
postmarked) by December 31, 2019. 
Thanks! 
 

 

The Olive Branch 

Accent on Worship, continued from page 1 
     That’s the best gift for you and for me. Because we 
weren’t there 2,000 years ago to see Emmanuel born, or 
teach, or die, or rise. But Emmanuel, God-with-us, is risen 
and ascended and in the Spirit of God, is with you now 
and always. Now we’re really jumping ahead in our 
liturgical calendar, but it is in Jesus’ ascension that he 
finally takes on the name Emmanuel for all people of all 
time and all ages. 
     God is with us. God is with you. Rejoice, take heart, for 
you are never alone. 
 

Peace, 
 

 

Cantor Cherwien leads a Church School class in the singing of 

Advent carols on Dec. 1. 
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The Presiding Bishop’s 2019 Christmas Message 
     On Christmas Eve there always comes a time when everything is finally still. After all the 
preparations and Christmas pageants, after all of the rushing, it’s wonderful just to settle into that 
stillness and have a chance to think about the miracle of Advent and Christmas. 
     For me that came after the 11 o’clock candlelight service and after going home. With my husband 
and children in bed, I could think and settle into that stillness and marvel at the miracle that had 
happened. 
     We know that God is up to something. We long for peace, and sure enough, God comes in the 
form of a helpless baby in a wooden manger. In that stillness, I think of another time when we are 
waiting and longing. It’s at the Easter vigil, when, by tradition, we feel that at the very stroke of 
midnight Christ was raised from the dead. This helpless man on a cross now becomes the risen 
Lord. 
     I hope and pray, dear church, that in this season of Advent and Christmas you will find time for 
stillness, find time to sense the expectation and the longing, but also to celebrate the miracle of God’s 
love that has come to us in the form of a tiny baby who grows to be a human being who gives his life 
for us, that we may have life. 
 
Merry Christmas, dear Church, 
 
The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton 
Presiding Bishop 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
 

 
 

Thank You from Neighborhood Ministry, Our Neighbors, and our 
Partners 
     In several ways in the past month, the generosity of the Mount Olive community has shown itself 
mightily.  Again. 
     In late November, I put out a request for household goods to help one of our clients get settled 
into his new apartment.  The entire wish list of items was purchased within two days and, not only 
that, but a number of you came forward stating you had other things, including furniture, to give to 
our neighbor. 
     As we entered Advent, we began collecting items for two Christmas gift programs coordinated 
by our neighborhood ministry partner organizations.  Because of your generosity, we were able to 
provide several large boxes of toys and clothes for neighborhood families through ACE in the City 
and fulfill the wish lists for 10+ residents of the Our Saviour’s Housing programs. 
 
Thank you. 
 
- Jim Bargmann, Coordinator of Neighborhood Ministry 
 
 

 

The Olive Branch 



The Olive Branch, December 18, 2019        page 6 
 

The Olive Branch 



The Olive Branch, December 18, 2019        page 8 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Sunday Eucharist:   
8:00 & 10:45 am 
 

Contact Us 
Phone: 612/827-5919 
Fax: 612/827-4557 
Web: www.mountolivechurch.org 
 

Staff 
Pastor – Joseph Crippen 
Cantor – David Cherwien 
Vicar – Bristol Reading 
Coordinator of Neighborhood Ministry – 

Jim Bargmann 
Administrative Assistant – Cha Posz 
Interim Sexton – James Wilkes 
 

Mount Olive is a Reconciling in Christ 
congregation. 
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Mount Olive Lutheran Church 
3045 Chicago Avenue South 
Minneapolis, MN  55407 

A congregation of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America 


