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Focus on the Season: The Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost, Lect. 21 A 
 

Jesus declares that the church will be built on the rock of Peter’s bold confession of faith. God’s word 
of reconciliation and mercy are keys to the church’s mission, and the rock on which we live our lives. 
In this mercy, standing on this rock, we are free to hear Paul’s call to non-conforming, sacrificial lives 
as Christ in the world. 

Keep this document open on the screen, to aid in your worship today. The links are embedded in this pdf, 
so you don’t have to return to the email. However, you can also print these pages and use the links in the 
email. 

+          +          + 

Centering and Gathering 

Light your candle. Start the video by clicking here; it will continue through the Postlude. 

PRELUDE:     “We, Though Many, Are One Body”  text: Susan Palo Cherwien; music: David Cherwien 
 Recorded Wednesday, August 19, 2020. 

ENTRANCE HYMN: ELW 654, “The Church’s One Foundation” 
 Sung at Mount Olive on the feast of the Confession of St. Peter, January 18, 2015. 

Word 

GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY   (Apostolic greeting is on the video) 
O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of our life. Be our 
strong foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that we may gladly minister to all the 
world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen 

FIRST READING: Exodus 1:8 – 2:10; reader – Dwight Penas, lector 
8 Now a new king arose over Egypt, who did not know Joseph. 9 He said to his people, “Look, the Israelite 

people are more numerous and more powerful than we. 10 Come, let us deal shrewdly with them, or they will 
increase and, in the event of war, join our enemies and fight against us and escape from the land.” 11 Therefore 
they set taskmasters over them to oppress them with forced labor. They built supply cities, Pithom and 
Rameses, for Pharaoh. 12 But the more they were oppressed, the more they multiplied and spread, so that the 
Egyptians came to dread the Israelites. 13 The Egyptians became ruthless in imposing tasks on the Israelites, 
14 and made their lives bitter with hard service in mortar and brick and in every kind of field labor. They were 
ruthless in all the tasks that they imposed on them.  

15 The king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, one of whom was named Shiphrah and the other Puah, 
16 “When you act as midwives to the Hebrew women, and see them on the birthstool, if it is a boy, kill him; but 
if it is a girl, she shall live.” 17 But the midwives feared God; they did not do as the king of Egypt commanded 
them, but they let the boys live. 18 So the king of Egypt summoned the midwives and said to them, “Why have 
you done this, and allowed the boys to live?” 19 The midwives said to Pharaoh, “Because the Hebrew women are 

https://youtu.be/2BnncI_VKqU


not like the Egyptian women; for they are vigorous and give birth before the midwife comes to them.” 20 So God 
dealt well with the midwives; and the people multiplied and became very strong. 21 And because the midwives 
feared God, he gave them families. 22 Then Pharaoh commanded all his people, “Every boy that is born to the 
Hebrews you shall throw into the Nile, but you shall let every girl live.”  

2 1 Now a man from the house of Levi went and married a Levite woman. 2 The woman conceived and bore a 
son; and when she saw that he was a fine baby, she hid him three months. 3 When she could hide him no 
longer she got a papyrus basket for him, and plastered it with bitumen and pitch; she put the child in it and 
placed it among the reeds on the bank of the river. 4 His sister stood at a distance, to see what would happen to 
him.  

5 The daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river, while her attendants walked beside the river. 
She saw the basket among the reeds and sent her maid to bring it. 6 When she opened it, she saw the child. He 
was crying, and she took pity on him. “This must be one of the Hebrews’ children,” she said. 7 Then his sister 
said to Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall I go and get you a nurse from the Hebrew women to nurse the child for 
you?” 8 Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Yes.” So the girl went and called the child’s mother. 9 Pharaoh’s 
daughter said to her, “Take this child and nurse it for me, and I will give you your wages.” So the woman took 
the child and nursed it. 10 When the child grew up, she brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter, and she took him 
as her son. She named him Moses, “because,” she said, “I drew him out of the water.” 

PSALM:  Psalm 124         Sing along with the leaders in the video; the tone is there. 
 Recorded on Wednesday, August 19, 2020.  

1If the LORD had not been | on our side,  *  let Isra- | el now say; 
2if the LORD had not been | on our side,  *  when enemies rose | up against us, 
3then would they have swallowed us | up alive  *  in their fierce | anger toward us; 
4then would the waters have | overwhelmed us  *  and the torrent gone | over us; 
5then would the | raging waters  *  have gone right | over us. 
6Blessed | be the LORD  *  who has not given us over to be a prey | for their teeth. 
7We have escaped like a bird from the snare | of the fowler;  *  the snare is broken, and we | have 

escaped. 
8Our help is in the name | of the LORD,  *  the maker of heav- | en and earth. 

SECOND READING: Romans 12:1-8; reader – Kathy Thurston, assisting minister  
Paul writes: 1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies 

as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this 
world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—
what is good and acceptable and perfect. 

3 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly than you 
ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has 
assigned. 4 For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members have the same function, 5 so 
we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. 6 We have gifts 
that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; 7 ministry, in ministering; the 
teacher, in teaching; 8 the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the 
compassionate, in cheerfulness. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: ELW 175, “Alleluia” Sung before and after the Gospel reading. 
Sung at Mount Olive on the Third Sunday after Pentecost, Lect. 13 C, June 30, 2019. 

HOLY GOSPEL:  Matthew 16:13-20 
13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say 

that the Son of Man is?” 14 And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others 
Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 Jesus said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter 



answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 17 And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, 
Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you, 
you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. 19 I will 
give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and 
whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 20 Then Jesus sternly ordered the disciples not to tell 
anyone that he was the Messiah. 

SERMON  Transformed Pastor Joseph Crippen 

Silence for reflection 

HYMN: ELW 672, “Signs and Wonders” 
 Sung at Mount Olive on the feast of the Resurrection of Our Lord, year B, April 5, 2015. 

INTERCESSORY PRAYERS 
Our Assisting Minister for today, Kathy Thurston, has prepared intercessory prayers for us to pray this 
morning. As our prayers rise up from all over the metro area and beyond, once more we are joined 
together in Christ. (Our weekly prayer list is on the last page.) Response: Hear our prayer. 

PEACE     Please greet one another with Christ’s peace. 

OFFERING 
 There are ways to continue to give of your gifts to our shared work at Mount Olive during this time 

apart. The Olive Branch has suggested ways both electronic and by mail. See: 
https://www.mountolivechurch.org/resources/olive-branch-newsletter/  

Sending 

LORD’S PRAYER  
The Lord’s Prayer is sung to the setting by Nikolay Kedrov, Sr., edited by D. Cherwien 
Sung at Mount Olive on the Third Sunday after Pentecost, Lect. 13 C, June 30, 2019. 

BLESSING      Response: Amen 

HYMN: ELW 580, “How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord” 
 Sung at Mount Olive on the Tenth Sunday after Pentecost, Lect. 20 C, August 18, 2019. 

DISMISSAL     The assisting minister leads the dismissal. 

L Go in peace to love and serve as Christ. 
C Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE: Fugue in g minor, BWV 578 J. S. Bach 
 Recorded on the Fifth Sunday in Lent C, March 17, 2013. 
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In Our Prayers 
● Please pray throughout the week for the following persons: Nancy Flatgard; Leila Froehlich; Victor 

Gebauer; Leanna Kloempken; Mary Lee; Kandi Jo Nelson; Jerry Ostlund; Pariann Schenk; Sue Ellen 
Zagrabelny; Jodi Royce, daughter of Dan & Julia Adams and daughter-in-law of Evelyn Royce; 
Kjell Thompson, Reba Zumberge, relatives of Nancy Anderson; Tommie and Susie Hunter, Danna 
Nelson, Jacques, friends of Jim Bargmann; Tom McCarr, friend of Keith Bartz; Arthur Kaemmer, 
friend of David Bryce; Nancy Stelling, friend of Marcia & Dan Burow; Lela Frazier, sister of Irene 
Campbell; Klarrisa Ramirez, friend of Gretchen Campbell-Johnson; Greg Eklund, son of Harry & 
Jeanette Eklund; Susan Bary, friend of Judy Graves; Dolores & David G. Gutierrez, Sr., Chris and 
David Gutierrez, Jr., parents and brothers of Consuelo Gutierrez-Crosby; Carol Halter (missionary 
in Hong Kong), friend of Eunice Hafemeister; Tami Huisinga, relative of Wes Huisinga; Craig 
Cunningham, brother-in-law of Brian Jacobs; Asher Strong, friend of Gene Janssen; Donald 
Johnson, father of Nicholas Johnson; Nicole Sanders and Ann Clark, daughter and friend of Mary 
Rose Kaliher; Danielle Pitzen, friend of Ellen Kormanik; Barbara Dahl, sister of Carla Manuel; Dani 
Olson, Harper Linquist, Steve Camper, relatives and friend of Julie Manuel; Ethel Jaarsma, mother 
of Connie Marty; Jan McCuen, mother of Matt McCuen; Martha Johnson, sister of Rhoda Nelson 
and aunt of Sherry Nelson; Janet Freeburg, friend of Lisa Nordeen; Michael Waechter, friend of Rod 
& Connie Olson; Kathleen Austad, sister of Jerry Ostlund; Jay Heffern, friend of Gary Pagel; Todd 
Erickson, friend of Jean & Doug Parish; Rudd Rayfield, Jolie Meshbesher Hassler, Katelyn Bowden, 
Cindy Williams, father and friends of Robin Rayfield; Richard Reyer, father of Chuck Reyer; Leila 
Jeffers, mother of Lynn and Lisa Ruff; Scott Kingman, father of Anna Scott;  Miranda and Nathan 
Alvis, niece and nephew of Tim Sneer; Carrie, friend of Paul & Melissa Stone; Norlene Bateman, 
aunt of Ted Thompson; Jennifer Kobylinksi, cousin of Kathy Thurston; David Duran, friend of 
Kevin Vazquez; Andrew Weichman, Levi Boswell, son and nephew of Grace Wiechman; BJ Wilkes, 
Joshua Wilkes, LaTrell Wilkes and Julius Underwood, and Lonnell Wilkes, son, nephews, grandson 
and brother of James Wilkes; Sandra Dycus, Becky Groska, Trisha Niemi-Haapoja, Diane Ristrom, 
Cathy Reid, Karen Swanson, Patrick Clark, Annie Hose-Ryan, Marcia Van Gorden, friends of Sue 
Ellen Zagrabelny; Anne-Marie Lundberg, cousin of Eric Zander; Judy Bonnes, Jan Harper (spouse of 
former Mount Olive vicar, the late Jean Hay); Tommie & Susie Hunter; Barbara C. Johnson, friends 
of Mount Olive. 

● In hospice care: Dan Adams. 

● Prayers for all in the health care system here and around the world who put their lives at risk 
to care for those infected with COVID 19 and caring for all others who are ill as well. 

● Our continual prayers are offered for peace: We pray for all of the world’s governments, 
leaders and peoples, especially for those who work overseas toward peace: Solveig & Philip, 
daughter and son-in-law of Karen Johnson; and Tyson Crosby, relative of the Crosby family. 


