Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost, Lectionary 28 A
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Focus on the Season: The Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost, Lect. 28 A
In the meal of Jesus’ parable, the invitation is given to all who hunger for God’s love: Come to the
banquet. Come eat and drink God’s mercy. Come and be strengthened for service to the needy. Come
and learn what it means to be Christ. We can turn to other gods, as did God’s people with the golden
calf, believing they will feed and care for us. Or we can accept this invitation to God’s feast of life, to
the wedding banquet with God that begins now and continues after death into the life to come.
Keep this document open on the screen, to aid in your worship today. The links are embedded in this pdf,
so you don’t have to return to the email. You can also print these pages and use the links in the email.
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Centering and Gathering
Light your candle. Start the video by clicking here; it will continue through the Postlude.
PRELUDE:
Improvisation on “Jesus, Still Lead On”
Recorded on Thursday, September 10, 2020, Cantor David Cherwien, organist.
ENTRANCE HYMN: ELW 827, “Arise, My Soul, Arise”
Sung at Mount Olive on the Tenth Sunday after Pentecost, Lect. 20 C, August 18, 2019.

Word
GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY
(Apostolic greeting is on the video)
Lord of the feast, you have prepared a table before all peoples and poured out your life with
abundance. Call us again to your banquet. Strengthen us by what is honorable, just, and pure,
and transform us into a people of righteousness and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen
FIRST READING: Exodus 32:1-14; reader – Al Bostelmann, lector
When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain, the people gathered around
Aaron, and said to him, “Come, make gods for us, who shall go before us; as for this Moses, the man who
brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.” 2 Aaron said to them, “Take
off the gold rings that are on the ears of your wives, your sons, and your daughters, and bring them to me.”
3
So all the people took off the gold rings from their ears, and brought them to Aaron. 4 He took the gold from
them, formed it in a mold, and cast an image of a calf; and they said, “These are your gods, O Israel, who
brought you up out of the land of Egypt!” 5 When Aaron saw this, he built an altar before it; and Aaron made
proclamation and said, “Tomorrow shall be a festival to the LORD.” 6 They rose early the next day, and offered
burnt offerings and brought sacrifices of well-being; and the people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to
revel.
7
The LORD said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up out of the land of Egypt,
have acted perversely; 8 they have been quick to turn aside from the way that I commanded them; they have

cast for themselves an image of a calf, and have worshiped it and sacrificed to it, and said, ‘These are your gods,
O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!’ “ 9 The LORD said to Moses, “I have seen this people,
how stiff-necked they are. 10 Now let me alone, so that my wrath may burn hot against them and I may
consume them; and of you I will make a great nation.”
11
But Moses implored the LORD his God, and said, “O LORD, why does your wrath burn hot against your
people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and with a mighty hand? 12 Why should
the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that he brought them out to kill them in the mountains, and to
consume them from the face of the earth’? Turn from your fierce wrath; change your mind and do not bring
disaster on your people. 13 Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how you swore to them by
your own self, saying to them, ‘I will multiply your descendants like the stars of heaven, and all this land that I
have promised I will give to your descendants, and they shall inherit it forever.’ “ 14 And the LORD changed his
mind about the disaster that he planned to bring on his people.

PSALMODY: Psalm 106:1-6, 19-23

Sing along with the leaders in the video; the tone is there.

Recorded by singers of the Cantorei on Wednesday, September 9, 2020.
Hallelujah! Give thanks to the LORD, for the | LORD is good, * for God’s mercy en- | dures forever.
2
Who can declare the mighty acts | of the LORD * or proclaim in | full God’s praise?
3
Happy are those who | act with justice * and always do | what is right.
4
Remember me, O LORD, with the favor you have | for your people, * and visit me with | your
salvation;
5
that I may see the prosperity of your elect and be glad with the gladness | of your people, * that I
may glory with | your inheritance.
6
We have sinned as our | forebears did; * we have done wrong | and dealt wickedly.
19
They made a bull- | calf at Horeb * and worshiped a | molten image;
20
thus they ex- | changed their glory * for the image of an ox that | feeds on grass.
21
They forgot | God their Savior, * who had done great | things in Egypt,
22
wonderful deeds in the | land of Ham, * and fearful things | at the Red Sea.
23
So you would have destroyed them, had not Moses your chosen stood | in the breach, * to turn
away your wrath from con- | suming them.
1

SECOND READING: Philippians 4:1-9; reader – Tricia Van Ee, assisting minister
Paul writes: 1 Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in
the Lord in this way, my beloved.
2
I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. 3 Yes, and I ask you also, my loyal
companion, help these women, for they have struggled beside me in the work of the gospel, together with
Clement and the rest of my co-workers, whose names are in the book of life.
4
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5 Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord
is near. 6 Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your
requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
8
Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is
pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think
about these things. 9 Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and heard and seen in me,
and the God of peace will be with you.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: ELW 174, “Celtic Alleluia”
Sung before and after the Gospel reading.
Sung at Mount Olive on the Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost, Lect. 18 B, August 5, 2018.

HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 22:1-14
1

Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: 2 “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king
who gave a wedding banquet for his son. 3 He sent his slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding
banquet, but they would not come. 4 Again he sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited:
Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready;
come to the wedding banquet.’ 5 But they made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his
business, 6 while the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed them. 7 The king was enraged. He sent
his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. 8 Then he said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is
ready, but those invited were not worthy. 9 Go therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to
the wedding banquet.’ 10 Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all whom they found, both good
and bad; so the wedding hall was filled with guests.
11
“But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing a wedding
robe, 12 and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding robe?’ And he was speechless.
13
Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 14 For many are called, but few are chosen.”

SERMON

Changed

Pastor Joseph Crippen

Silence for reflection
HYMN: ELW 626 “By Gracious Powers” (to the tune DONNE SECOURS)
Sung at Mount Olive on the Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost, Lect. 20 C, August 18, 2013.
INTERCESSORY PRAYERS
Our Assisting Minister for today, Tricia Van Ee, has prepared intercessory prayers for us to pray this
morning. As our prayers rise up from all over the metro area and beyond, once more we are joined
together in Christ. (Our weekly prayer list is on the last page.) Response: Hear our prayer.
PEACE

Please greet one another with Christ’s peace.

OFFERING
There are ways to continue to give of your gifts to our shared work at Mount Olive during this
time apart. The Olive Branch has suggested ways both electronic and by mail. See:
https://www.mountolivechurch.org/resources/olive-branch-newsletter/

Sending
LORD’S PRAYER
BLESSING

Pray the Lord’s Prayer together.

Response: Amen

HYMN: ELW 624, “Jesus, Still Lead On”
Sung at Bach Tage Vespers at Mount Olive, June 3, 2018.
DISMISSAL

The assisting minister leads the dismissal.

L Go in peace to love and serve as Christ.
C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE:
Improvisation
Recorded on Thursday, September 10, 2020, Cantor David Cherwien, organist.
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In Our Prayers
● Please pray throughout the week for the following persons: Mary Lee; Elizabeth Beissel, Nancy
Flatgard; Leila Froehlich; Victor Gebauer; Leanna Kloempken; Kandi Jo Nelson; Jerry Ostlund; Pariann
Schenk; John Wall, Sue Ellen Zagrabelny; Jodi Royce, daughter of Julia Adams and daughter-in-law of
Evelyn Royce; Kjell Thompson, Reba Zumberge, relatives of Nancy Anderson; Tommie and Susie
Hunter, Danna Nelson, Jacques, friends of Jim Bargmann; Tom McCarr, friend of Keith Bartz; Arthur
Kaemmer, friend of David Bryce; Randy Caverly and Nancy Stelling, nephew and friend of Marcia &
Dan Burow; Lela Frazier, sister of Irene Campbell; Klarrisa Ramirez, friend of Gretchen CampbellJohnson; Logan Bushaw, friend of Allen & Lora Dundek; Greg Eklund, son of Harry & Jeanette
Eklund; Susan Bary, friend of Judy Graves; Dolores & David G. Gutierrez, Sr., Chris and David
Gutierrez, Jr., parents and brothers of Consuelo Gutierrez-Crosby; Carol Halter (missionary in Hong
Kong), friend of Eunice Hafemeister; Lynn Kernkamp, friend of Peggy Hoeft; Tami Huisinga, relative of
Wes Huisinga; Craig Cunningham, brother-in-law of Brian Jacobs; Donald Johnson, father of
Nicholas Johnson; Nicole Sanders and Ann Clark, daughter and friend of Mary Rose Kaliher; Danielle
Pitzen, friend of Ellen Kormanik; Barbara Dahl, sister of Carla Manuel; Dani Olson, Harper Linquist,
Steve Camper, relatives and friend of Julie Manuel; Jan McCuen, mother of Matt McCuen; Martha
Johnson, sister of Rhoda Nelson and aunt of Sherry Nelson; Janet Freeburg, friend of Lisa Nordeen;
Michael Waechter, friend of Rod & Connie Olson; Kathleen Austad, sister of Jerry Ostlund; Jay
Heffern, friend of Gary Pagel; Todd Erickson, friend of Jean & Doug Parish; Rudd Rayfield, Jolie
Meshbesher Hassler, Katelyn Bowden, Cindy Williams, father and friends of Robin Rayfield; Leila
Jeffers, mother of Lynn and Lisa Ruff; Miranda Alvis, niece of Tim Sneer; Carrie, friend of Paul &
Melissa Stone; Norlene Bateman, aunt of Ted Thompson; Jennifer Kobylinksi, cousin of Kathy
Thurston; David Duran, friend of Kevin Vazquez; Andrew Weichman, Levi Boswell, son and nephew
of Grace Wiechman; BJ Wilkes, Joshua Wilkes, LaTrell Wilkes and Julius Underwood, and Lonnell
Wilkes, son, nephews, grandson and brother of James Wilkes; Sandra Dycus, Becky Groska, Diane
Ristrom, Cathy Reid, Karen Swanson, Patrick Clark, Annie Hose-Ryan, Marcia Van Gorden, friends of
Sue Ellen Zagrabelny; Anne-Marie Lundberg, cousin of Eric Zander; Jeff Sartain, husband of former
Mount Olive Cantor, Mark Sedio; Judy Bonnes, Jan Harper (spouse of former Mount Olive vicar, the
late Jean Hay); Tommie & Susie Hunter; Barbara C. Johnson, friends of Mount Olive.
● At the death of: Dan Adams
● For those celebrating their baptism anniversaries this week: Abigail Demitrius (Oct. 6), James
Bargmann, Walter Blue, Miriam Luebke, Carole Shand, Lillian Olson, Elaine Halbardier, and
Katherine Castille.
● Prayers for all in the health care system here and around the world who put their lives at risk to
care for those infected with COVID 19 and caring for all others who are ill as well.
● Our continual prayers are offered for peace: We pray for all of the world’s governments, leaders
and peoples, especially for those who work overseas toward peace: Solveig & Philip, daughter and
son-in-law of Karen Johnson; and Tyson Crosby, relative of the Crosby family.

● We remember the saints who have gone before us:
October 15: St. Teresa of Ávila (Teresa de Jesús), teacher, renewer of the church, died 1582 - A
mystical writer and reformer of the monastic order (Carmelites) to which she belonged, Teresa
may also be commemorated with John of the Cross on December 14. Latino Christians
traditionally remember her on this date.
October 17: St. Ignatius, Bishop of Antioch, martyr, died around 115 - Ignatius was the second
bishop of Antioch in Syria, the city where the name “Christians” originated. Ignatius is known to
us from his letters, which encouraged Christians to live in love, yet stand firm in true doctrine.

Semi-Annual Congregation Meeting
The October semi-annual Congregation Meeting for 2020 will be
held virtually during the morning of Sunday, October 25. The
purpose of this meeting is to discuss Mount Olive’s 2021 budget.
Additional information, including specific agenda, budget materials,
and instructions for accessing the meeting online will be sent out
closer to the time of the meeting. Please plan to attend to hear and
join in the discussion.

