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Accent on Worship
  

I N  T H I S  I S S U E :  

Vicar Andrea Bonneville 
 
Deborah 
 

Called by God to lead the people of 
Israel, Deborah is a prophet, judge, and 
leader who is known for her success in 
delivering the people of Israel. 
 

In Judges 4:1-7, our first reading for 
this week, we are introduced to the 
prophet Deborah but we do not hear 
the full story. Judges 4-5 recounts the  
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story of Deborah as she advises and leads the military commander, Barak. Just after our 
reading ends for this week, Barak tells Deborah, “If you’ll go with me, I’ll go; but if not, I 
won’t go” (Judges 4:8). Barak shows complete dependance on Deborah and they go to 
war together against the Canaanite armies. Deborah, with the help of Barak and Jael 
(another powerful woman) leads Israel to defeat the Canaanite armies which in return 
releases Israel from the grip of oppression.  Deborah’s leadership brings peace to the 
land and the people for forty years (Judges 5:31).  
 

Deborah is an unexpected leader in this story as she breaks cultural norms to lead with 
courage as God calls her to do. She uses the strengths that God has given her and she 
clings to God as a source of strength for every step of journey.  The story of Deborah 
reminds us that we too have been called by God to have courage and hold steadfast to 
God as we face the challenges of each new day. 
 

After the war is over, Deborah (like many women throughout the Bible) sings. She 
proudly proclaims this powerful stanza: 
 

“Hear, O kings; give ear, O princes; 
    to the LORD I will sing, 
    I will make melody to the LORD, the God of Israel. (Judges 5:3) 
 

Deborah, though exhausted and weary from witnessing to brokenness and oppression all 
around her, sings to God because she has hope in the days to come. 
 

May we continue her song.  
 

Peace, 
Vicar Andrea 
 

Sunday, November 15 
  23rd Sunday after 

Pentecost 
  Judges 4:1-7 

Psalm 123 
1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 

Matthew 25:14-30 
____________________ 

Sunday, November 22 
  Reign of Christ 

  Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 
Psalm 100 

Ephesians 1:15-23 
Matthew 25:31-46 

 

S U N D A Y  R E A D I N G S  

At this time, all worship 
services and activities are 
being conducted online, 
not by gathering, in the 
interests of the health of 

our members, our 
neighborhood, and the 

world around us. 



   
 
 
 

 

In the presence  
of  God. 

Being the presence 
of  God. 
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Wed., Nov. 11 
10 am – Staff meeting 
5:00 pm – Y2 Confirmation 
5:30 pm – Children’s Choir 
6:30 pm – Y3 Confirmation 
 
Thur., Nov. 12 
9:00 an – Supplies   
               Distribution 
9:30 am – Time in the Nave 
7:15 pm – Bible Study 
 
Sat., Nov. 14 
10 am – Book Discussion 
 
Sun., Nov. 15 
7 am – Worship at a Distance 
9 am – Virtual Coffee Hour 
 
Tues., Nov. 17 
Noon – Bible Study 
 
Wed., Nov. 18 
10 am – Staff meeting 
5 pm – Y2 Confirmation 
5:30 pm – Children’s Choir 
6:30 pm – Y3 Confirmation 
 
 

 

A Light in the Darkness Reflection 
 
"Soft glow of warmth on a cool September morning"~ Katherine Hanson 

Mount Olive is a light in our broader community. In my “church lady” work, I have 
found that those I intend to serve actually minister to me. I count these experiences as 
blessings. That was the case in a community event this fall. 

On September 22, I drove to the intersection of 26th Avenue South and Lake Street. 
Sixteen weeks before, the soul of the city ruptured as angry crowds looted and set fire 
to buildings that hundreds of Minneapolis residents had relied on for goods, services, 
and sorely needed housing. No mail was going in or out of the neighborhood post 
office. The Third Precinct was in ruins; the regulation-size American flag was atop its 
pole and sadly fluttering over this gravesite of concrete, twisted metal, and dust. 

My destination was the parking lot of the temporary Cub Foods, now dubbed “Cub 
Community Market”. There was activity here. Inside chain linked fences, piles of 
construction materials replaced riot rubble and workers in hard hats were busily 
reconstructing Target and the permanent Cub Foods. Across the street, Aldi was being 
rehabilitated and the two-year project of rebuilding Midtown Corner’s 190 units of 
affordable housing had begun. 

September 22 was National Voter Registration Day. As a member of the League of 
Women Voters, the purpose of my trip was to register voters who were shopping at 
Cub. There were not many customers at the beginning of my 8:00 shift, but I joined 
other volunteers in holding up “Register Here” signs and waving at passers-by. Near 
the end of the shift and back at the registration table, I noticed a small man with dark 
skin approaching. He was neatly dressed and carried himself in a quietly confident 
manner. I asked him if he wanted to register and he said “Yes”. I offered a seat beside 
me when I gave him the clip board holding the registration form. He carefully 
completed the personal information section using the identification he had brought 
with him. He spoke with an accent and I believe that English was not his first language. 

When I sensed hesitation, I repeated the instruction using different words; he listened 
carefully and his nod of understanding was definite. His demeanor of resolve and 
purpose was so profound, the calm within him radiated even to me. I hope he sensed 
the smile of admiration under my mask when we parted. 

“Bright light” is not the correct description for this interaction. Rather, my experience 
with this remarkable man had the soft glow of warmth. In the midst of a cool 
September morning, with destruction still dominating the landscape, a bit of warmth 
was a welcome gift. 

“Send us God of new beginnings, humbly hopeful into life. Use us as a means of blessing: make us 
stronger, give us faith” ELW 603 

W E E K L Y  C A L E N D A R  
 



  The Olive Branch Page 3 

     Thank you everyone for your 
compassion and commitment to 
Mount Olive. We want to make the 
process of supporting our church 
financially easy and convenient for 
everyone. If you are okay with the 
delay in the deposit posting to your 
account, please feel free to continue 
sending your offering via US mail. If 
you would like, we have alternative 
methods for giving that you may 
want to consider: 

 • Bill Pay: You can set up a regular 
offering through your bank by 
calling and talking to someone or by 
logging in online. You tell your bank 
how much to send, how often and 
they will electronically transfer the 
amount. This service is most often 
free of charge and already used by 
many at Mount Olive.  

Stewardship News 
• Electronic Funds Transfer: Set 
up a regular deduction from your 
bank account through the church’s 
existing account with Vanco 
Services. Contact the church office 
to set this up and a form will be 
mailed or emailed to you. Complete 
the form and send it back to the 
church office either by US mail or 
via email.  

• Mount Olive Website: You can 
donate by credit card through the 
church website. Visit our site 
www.mountolivechurch.org , go the 
very bottom of the home page and a 
“Donate” link is on the left. This 
method is good for one-time 
donations rather than recurring 
donations as the fees charged to 
Mount Olive per transaction are 
higher than the other two methods. 

A Light in the Darkness 
 
"The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it." ~John 1:5 
 
This year has provided plenty of time for reflection. For me light has been something that has been part of that 
reflection. Light as in a source that illuminates but also as in lightheartedness, hope and joy. I must admit I have not 
done as much of bringing light to others as perhaps I could and should have. That is what made me think about this 
opportunity. How can we share our stories to bring a sense of joy and light to members of our community. I hope you 
will join us in sharing how you have been a light in this world or how maybe others have shined a light in your life. If 
anything, it brings our families, friends and Mount Olive community close together in reflection and sharing. 
 
Reflection & Family Conversation - John 1:1-18 
 
Share your stories here: 
https://tinyurl.com/y66qk284 
 
 
You can also call Consuelo if you do not have  
electronic access.  
 
Light, Peace & Hope! 
Consuelo Gutierrez-Crosby 
Stewardship Director 
 

 

Moving? 
Don’t forget to call the 
church office if you have a 
change of address or a 
change of any other 
information. 

During this time when we 
are physically apart, it’s 
more important than ever 
that we are able to stay in 
contact with each other. 
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Prayer Times (for individuals) in the Nave: Updated 
 

 
 

For about a month, there have been two times in the week the doors were open for people to come in and pray in the 
nave and be silent there, and visit the columbarium. 

We're changing that slightly going forward. Anyone is welcome to come to the church any day during work hours 
(roughly 8 a.m. - 3 p.m. M-F), and pray in the church. Just buzz in at the north door and you'll be let in. As always, 
COVID protocol applies: sign in at the door that you're symptom-free, wear a mask, and sign out when you leave. 

For the time being, we'll have our hosts still open the doors on Thursday mornings from 9:30 a.m. to 12:00 noon, 
with the same COVID sign-in and mask requirements, but you won't have to buzz in. The doors in the narthex will 
be open.  

 

¿Hablas español? 
We are in need of a person who can translate a document from English into Spanish for the Property Committee. 
Can you help? Do you know someone who can?  If so, please contact Property Director Carol Martinson at 
property@mountolivechurch.org, or the church office at welcome@mountolivechurch.org. 

 

Neighborhood Weekly Distribution                                 Jim Bargmann 
 
Helping Our Neighbors with Household and Personal Care Supplies 

At the beginning of October, we transitioned our food distribution to a household and personal care supply program. 
This new program, happening on Thursday mornings, reflects the realities of serving our neighbors safely in a time of a 
pandemic and imminent colder and wetter weather.  Volunteers should arrive at 8:30 am; we will distribute supplies 
from 9 to 10 am, and then clean up.  We are typically done by 10:30 am.  We do still need volunteers (though fewer 
volunteers for this project) - and donations of supplies.  

Supplies needed include: 

          Shampoo   Toothpaste/toothbrushes 
          Bar soap  All-purpose cleaner 
          Toilet paper Feminine hygiene supplies 
          Laundry soap Target gift cards 
          Diapers   
  
Our volunteer sign up has been updated with our new needs.  And the Target shopping list has also been updated to 
reflect the items we are providing to our neighbors. 

Please sign up … and please continue to donate. If you can’t donate online, please consider picking up your donations 
when you shop and bringing them to the church during office hours (M-F, 8am-3pm). 

Volunteer sign up:  https://tinyurl.com/y5yx7j6a 

Donation ordering: http://tgt.gifts/MountOliveLutheranGroceries 

 



Regular link to 
the Tuesday 
Noon Bible 
Study: copy and 
keep 
 
The link for the Tuesday noon 
Bible study will be the same 
every week. Copy this text and 
print it off or keep it on your 
desk for easy reference each 
week. 

 To join from your computer, 
tablet or smartphone: 

https://tinyurl.com/y4qs46v5  

You can also dial in using your 
phone:  
United States: +1 (646) 749-
3112  

Access Code: 179-693-565  

New to GoToMeeting? Get the 
app now and be ready when 
your first meeting starts:  

https://tinyurl.com/y274v5rs 
 

 

 

  

Real Life Theology: Paul helps the Romans – 
Thursday Bible Study Session Continues 

Note: Thursday study at 7:15 p.m. this week 
 
Paul’s letter to the Romans is some of the most sublime theological writing in 
Scripture. But Romans is also a letter, like all of Paul’s other letters, written to real 
people in the midst of real problems in life. Using Scot McKnight’s book “Reading 
Romans Backwards: A Gospel of Peace in the Midst of Empire,” as a starting point, 
Pr. Crippen will lead the next Thursday Bible study series on this beautiful letter. 
We’ll consider how Paul’s beautiful theology applies not only to the lives of his 
Roman churches but to ours. We’ll seek what light their lives (and struggles with 
empire and societal turmoil) might shine on ours, and how Paul’s word to them also 
speaks to our situation. 
 
This second Thursday Bible study series of this year begins on Thursday, Nov. 5, 
and will end on Dec. 17. We’ll take Thanksgiving Day off, of course. The time of 
the study is 6:00 p.m., and should last about 90 minutes. (One exception: due to 
another meeting conflict for Pr. Crippen on Nov. 12, we’ll start that night’s session 
at 7:15 p.m., and try to finish before 8:30 p.m.) 
 
The link to join the meeting on your computer or tablet is: 
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/342516141 
 
It’s also possible to join by phone – please consider it if you aren’t comfortable with 
video chats. The phone number (just call it at the time of the meeting) is 1 877 309 
2073. When you call in, you’ll be asked for an access code. It is: 342-516-141. 
 
 

 

Anniversary Book Link 

Several people have asked to see a copy of the book that was given to Pr. Crippen 
for his 10th anniversary of ministry with Mount Olive.  You may look at a digital 
copy of the book by clicking on the following link.  A copy will be made for the 
archives at a later date, when we’re together and can share it. (You may have to copy 
the link and paste it into your browser):  https://tinyurl.com/y5y52hh9 

 

 

The Olive Branch Page 5 



 

 

 

  

The Olive Branch Page 6 

Virtual Coffee Hour 
 
Join fellow Mount Olive friends and members for an hour of physically 
distanced socializing! There will be weekly video chat meetings using Google 
Meet every Sunday from 9-10 am. You can join by video on a smartphone or 
computer, or you can join by phone to participate in the informal conversations. 
It has been wonderful to see familiar faces and catch up with each other.  
 

There will be four meeting rooms, now with one room dedicated for the 
youngest of the Mount Olive family - "Cupcakes & Cookies"! You can feel free 
to move between them to mingle with others as you'd like. The meeting links are 
below (the names of the snacks are just for fun-- join whichever one you'd like). 
If you join with a computer, you don't need to install anything or have an 
account, but if you'd like to join on a phone or tablet, you will need to install the 
Google Meet app and log in with a Google account. If you have questions about 
how to join feel free to call Katie Krueger at 419-344-2727 or email 
katherinerkrueger@gmail.com. 
 

 
Coffee & Tea  
https://meet.google.com/snm-zssf-dni  
(US) +1 407-545-7381 / PIN: 641 572 935#  
Meeting code: snm-zssf-dni  
 
Summer Sausage & Cheese  
https://meet.google.com/act-expn-hat  
(US) +1 402-509-7747 / PIN: 151 809 692#  
Meeting code: act-expn-hat  
 
Cupcakes & Cookies - Kids' room  
https://meet.google.com/vep-nyof-fzz  
(US) +1 216-930-8951 / PIN: 766 845 823#  
Meeting code: vep-nyof-fzz   
 

Book Discussion 
Group 
 
The Mount Olive Book 
Discussion group will meet 
virtually on the second Saturday 
of each month until we can meet 
again in person.        

The November 14 book is A 
Separate Peace, by John Knowles. 
For December 12, the book will 
be Out Stealing Horses," Per 
Petterson. 

We are using the GoToMeeting 
platform. Just click on the link 
below. If you prefer, you may 
join by phone.   

Join the discussion from your 
computer, tablet or smartphone: 
https://tinyurl.com/y4knn7o3 
 
You can also dial in using your 
phone.  
 

United States (Toll Free): 1 866 
899 4679  
 

United States: +1 (571) 317-3116  
 
Access Code: 998-208-989 
 

Vicar extended to two years, part-time 
This week the Vestry approved changing Vicar Bonneville’s internship to a two-year, part-time internship. Luther 
Seminary and the vicar’s candidacy committee, as well as Mount Olive’s Vicar Committee, had already given the go-
ahead. 

Due to COVID, it isn’t clear how much time our vicar can have with us in-person in this single year, and that is a 
critical part of our teaching for her as she prepares for ordained ministry. By extending her to two years, we believe we’ll 
give her ample opportunity to meet and lead worship and preach and visit with our congregation in person, as well as 
the learning that she’s doing this year during separation. 

This also gives Vicar Bonneville opportunity to complete her additional coursework at seminary that she would have 
needed done after her time with us during these two years. She’ll then be ready for her approval interviews at the end of 
the second year, summer of 2022, at the same time she would have been otherwise. 
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Neighborhood Ministry New Project                                    

Building Our Home 
At our October Congregational Meeting, Coordinator of Neighborhood Ministry Jim Bargmann introduced a new 
initiative, led by Mount Olive, called Building Our Home.  Building Our Home seeks to build our home, the Twin 
Cities, as we literally build homes for the most vulnerable in our community.  Partnering with three non-profit 
developers, Building Our Home will leverage the resources of congregations, individuals, and community organizations 
to build over 2100 units of affordable and supportive housing. 
 
The Problem 
According to the Wilder Foundation study of those experiencing homelessness in Minnesota (mnhomeless.org), there 
were approximately 6,700 individuals experiencing homelessness in the seven county Twin Cities metro area in 
2018.  “More than half of respondents (56%) said they have had difficulty renting an apartment or getting housing 
because there was no housing they could afford. 

Will This Help? 
While 2,100 units of housing does not solve the issue of homelessness in the Twin Cities metro area, it will have a huge 
impact.  Truly affordable and supportive housing that provides comprehensive social service supports for residents, like 
Building Our Home will help build, has proven successful in housing those who have experienced homelessness. 
 
The Initiative 
Through the work of our Housing Task Force, Mount Olive has existing relationships with three non-profit affordable 
housing developers, Beacon Interfaith, Aeon, and Alliance Housing.  Each of these organizations has a list of in-
progress projects awaiting funding. 

The total funding goal for Building Our Home is 21.3 million dollars. Mount Olive is seeking partnerships with its Twin 
Cities sister congregations of the Evangelical Church of America, other area non-profits, and individuals.  Using the 
“many hands make light work” philosophy, a major goal like this becomes possible. 
 
In addition to opportunities to participate financially, there will be opportunities for members to participate in advocacy 
work with our elected leaders. 
 

To Participate 
In the following weeks, we will publish specific information about how you can participate  
in Building Our Home, through financial contributions or volunteer work on behalf of  
affordable housing.  Please watch the Olive Branch.  Until then, if you are already know  
you are interested in supporting this effort, you can use your blue contribution envelope  
and note that you are supporting Building Our Home.  Or you can contact Jim Bargmann, 
neighborhood@mountolivechurch.org, for more information. 



 

  

Music & Fine Arts Organ Recital Available on YouTube 
Did you miss the Music & Fine Arts-sponsored Organ Recital by Catherine Rodland last Sunday?  
You can still watch it on Mount Olive’s YouTube channel here:  https://tinyurl.com/y4zstdvd . 
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The Better to See 
Thanks to a gift by one of our generous members, most of the lighting 
fixtures in the nave have now been refurbished. New leaded stained 
glass inserts created by Gaytee-Palmer Stained Glass Studios have been 
installed in the beautiful historic fixtures. The new glass allows much 
more light to diffuse. No longer will one struggle to read hymnal or 
bulletin in the area beneath the west gallery. 

The old amber inserts were darkened by years of intense heat from 
incandescent bulbs. All these fixtures now are fitted with efficient LED 
bulbs. 

It's been a prolonged project, over ten months, due to COVID's 
influence on workers and delay of materials. But at last, it's complete. 

Mount Olive is blessed once again by the thoughtfulness and generosity 
of a grateful person. Thank you! 



 Mount Olive Lutheran Church 
3045 Chicago Avenue 
Minneapolis, MN  55407 

Contact Us 
Phone:  612-827-5919 
Fax: 612-827-4557 
Web: www.mountolivechurch.org 
 
Church Staff 
Pastor – Joseph Crippen 
Cantor – David Cherwien 
Vicar – Andrea Bonneville 
Coordinator of Neighborhood  
Ministries - Jim Bargmann 
Administrative Assistant – Cha Posz 
Sexton – James Wilkes 
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