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Focus on the Season: The Transfiguration of Our Lord, year B
This Epiphany festival concludes the cycle of the year that is suffused with the image of light. In
Advent, the church prays for the light of God’s justice in the world. At Christmas, we celebrate this
light in Christ, and throughout the weeks of Epiphany, we see this light shining in all corners of the
world. From this mountain of transfiguring light today, Christ goes forth to Jerusalem and his cross, to
lead us to the Passover from death to life.
Keep this document open on the screen, to aid in your worship today. The link is embedded in this pdf, so
you don’t have to return to the email. You can also print these pages and use the link in the email.
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Centering and Gathering
Light your candle. Start the video by clicking here; it will continue through the Postlude.
PRELUDE:
Improvisation
Recorded on Wednesday, February 10, 2021; Cantor David Cherwien, organist.
HYMN: ELW 317, “Jesus on the Mountain Peak”
Sung at Mount Olive on the Transfiguration of Our Lord, year B, February 11, 2018.

Word
GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.
C And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Almighty God, the resplendent light of your truth shines from the mountaintop into our hearts.
Transfigure us by your beloved Son, and illumine the world with your image, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen
FIRST READING: 2 Kings 2:1-12; reader – Dixie Berg, lector
1

Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on their
way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said,
“As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to Bethel. 3 The company
of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the LORD will
take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep silent.”
4
Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here; for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As the LORD lives,
and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5 The company of prophets who were at

Jericho drew near to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the LORD will take your master away
from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; be silent.”
6
Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As the LORD
lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. 7 Fifty men of the company of
prophets also went, and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. 8 Then
Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up and struck the water; the water was parted to the one side and to the
other, until the two of them crossed on dry ground.
9
When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you, before I am taken from you.”
Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10 He responded, “You have asked a hard thing;
yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will not.” 11 As they continued
walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended in a
whirlwind into heaven. 12 Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, father! The chariots of Israel and its
horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his own clothes and tore them in two pieces.

PSALMODY: Psalm 50:1-6
1

The mighty one, God the | LORD, has spoken; * calling the earth from the rising of the sun | to its setting.
Out of Zion, perfect | in its beauty, * God shines | forth in glory.
3
Our God will come and will | not keep silence; * with a consuming flame before, and round about a | raging
storm.
4
God calls the heavens and the earth | from above * to witness the judgment | of the people.
5
“Gather before me my | loyal followers, * those who have made a covenant with me and sealed | it with
sacrifice.”
6
The heavens declare the rightness | of God’s cause, * for it is God | who is judge.
2

Sung at Mount Olive on The Transfiguration of Our Lord, year B, February 11, 2018.
SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 4:3-6; reader – Gretchen Campbell-Johnson, assisting minister
Paul writes: 3 Even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4 In their case the god of
this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the
glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 5 For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord
and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake. 6 For it is the God who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” who
has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

GRADUAL HYMN: ELW 315, “How Good, Lord, to Be Here!”
Stanzas 1-2 are sung before the reading. Stanzas 3-5 are sung following the reading.
Sung at Mount Olive on The Transfiguration of Our Lord, year C, February 10, 2013.
HOLY GOSPEL: Mark 9:2-9 [10]
2

Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high mountain apart, by
themselves.. And he was transfigured before them, 3 and his clothes became dazzling white, such as no one on
earth could bleach them. 4 And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. 5 Then
Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses,
and one for Elijah.” 6 He did not know what to say, for they were terrified. 7 Then a cloud overshadowed them,
and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” 8 Suddenly when they
looked around, they saw no one with them any more, but only Jesus.
9
As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, until
after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. So they kept the matter to themselves, questioning what this
rising from the dead could mean.

SERMON
Silence for reflection.

Spirit Share

Pastor Joseph Crippen

HYMN: ELW 577, “Creator Spirit, Heavenly Dove”
Sung at Mount Olive on the Day of Pentecost, year C, June 9, 2019.
INTERCESSORY PRAYERS
Our Assisting Minister for today, Gretchen Campbell-Johnson, has prepared intercessory prayers for us
to pray this morning. As our prayers rise up from all over the metro area and beyond, once more we
are joined together in Christ. (Our weekly prayer list is on the last page.) Response: Hear our prayer.
PEACE

Please greet one another with Christ’s peace.

AT THE OFFERING
There are ways to continue to give of your gifts to our shared work at Mount Olive during this time
apart. The Olive Branch has suggested ways both electronic and by mail. See:
https://www.mountolivechurch.org/resources/olive-branch-newsletter/

Sending
LORD’S PRAYER
BLESSING

Pray the Lord’s Prayer together.

Response: Amen

HYMN: ELW 318, “Alleluia, Song of Gladness”
Sung at Mount Olive on the Transfiguration of Our Lord, year C, February 7, 2016; Reid Peterson,
organist.
DISMISSAL The assisting minister leads the dismissal.
L Go in peace to love and serve as Christ.
C Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE:
Improvisation on BETHOLD (“Jesus On the Mountain Peak”)
Recorded on Wednesday, February 10, 2021; Cantor David Cherwien, organist.
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In Our Prayers
● Please pray throughout the week for the following persons: Evelyn Royce; Julia Adams; Elizabeth
Beissel, Charlotte Erlandson; Nancy Flatgard; Leila Froehlich; Leanna Kloempken; Mary Lee; Jerry
Ostlund; Pariann Schenk; Christine Walberg; James Wilkes; Sue Ellen Zagrabelny; Jodi Royce,
daughter of Julia Adams and daughter-in-law of Evelyn Royce; Kjell Thompson, relative of Nancy
Anderson; Tommie and Susie Hunter, Danna Nelson, Jacques, friends of Jim Bargmann; Tom McCarr,
friend of Keith Bartz; Sara Brunette, daughter-in-law of CJ Brunette; Arthur Kaemmer, friend of David
Bryce; Randy Caverly and Nancy Stelling, nephew and friend of Marcia & Dan Burow; Lela Frazier,
sister of Irene Campbell; Klarrisa Ramirez, friend of Gretchen Campbell-Johnson; Greg Eklund, son of
Harry & Jeanette Eklund; Susan Bary, friend of Judy Graves; Dolores & David G. Gutierrez, Sr., Chris
and David Gutierrez, Jr., parents and brothers of Consuelo Gutierrez-Crosby; Carol Halter
(missionary in Hong Kong), friend of Eunice Hafemeister; Lynn Kernkamp, friend of Peggy Hoeft; Tami
Huisinga, relative of Wes Huisinga; Craig Cunningham, brother-in-law of Brian Jacobs; Donald

Johnson, father of Nicholas Johnson; Bob Adamson, relative of Jerry Jones & Robbie Ross; Nicole
Sanders, Ann Clark, friend of Mary Rose Kaliher; Danielle Pitzen, friend of Ellen Kormanik; Barbara
Dahl, sister of Carla Manuel; Dani Olson, Harper Linquist, Steve Camper, relatives and friend of Julie
Manuel; Ellen Katsoulis, friend of Carol Martinson; Jan McCuen, mother of Matt McCuen; Martha
Johnson, sister of Rhoda Nelson and aunt of Sherry Nelson; Janet Freeburg, friend of Lisa Nordeen;
James Hagen, son-in-law of George & Marlys Oelfke; Michael Waechter, friend of Rod & Connie
Olson; Kathleen Austad, sister of Jerry Ostlund; Jay Heffern, friend of Gary Pagel; Jerry Baack and
Todd Erickson, friends of Jean & Doug Parish; Kathryn Glick, aunt/godmother of Kathy Thurston and
Steve Swanson, friend of Dwight Penas & Kathy Thurston; Rudd Rayfield, Jolie Meshbesher Hassler,
Katelyn Bowden, Cindy Williams, father and friends of Robin Rayfield; Leila Jeffers, mother of Lynn
and Lisa Ruff; Miranda Alvis, niece of Tim Sneer; Carrie, friend of Paul & Melissa Stone; Peg Boyle,
mother of Amy Thompson; David Duran, friend of Kevin Vazquez; Andrew Wiechman, son of Grace
Wiechman; BJ Wilkes, Joshua Wilkes, LaTrell Wilke, Julius Underwood, and Lonnell Wilkes, son,
nephews, grandson and brother of James Wilkes; Sandra Dycus, Becky Groska, Diane Ristrom, Cathy
Reid, Karen Swanson, Patrick Clark, Annie Hose-Ryan, Marcia Van Gorden, friends of Sue Ellen
Zagrabelny; Anne-Marie Lundberg, cousin of Eric Zander; Judy Bonnes and family, Tommie & Susie
Hunter; Barbara C. Johnson, friends of Mount Olive.
● For those celebrating their baptism anniversaries this week: Katherine McCuen, Walter HInck,
Cynthia Prosek, Robert Moen, and Charles Thompson.
● Prayers for all in the health care system here and around the world who put their lives at risk to
care for those infected with COVID 19 and caring for all others who are ill as well.
● Our continual prayers are offered for peace: We pray for all of the world’s governments, leaders
and peoples, especially for those who work overseas toward peace: Solveig & Philip, daughter and
son-in-law of Karen Johnson; and Tyson Crosby, relative of the Crosby family.
● We remember the saints who have gone before us:
February 14: St. Cyril, monk, died 869; St. Methodius, bishop, died 885; missionaries to the Slavs –
These two brothers from Thessalonika, Greece, were monks and were sent to bring Christianity to
the Slavic people. In the course of their work they created a written language, inventing the Cyrillic
alphabet for it, and translated the Bible and the liturgy.
February 18: Martin Luther, renewer of the church, died 1546 – Though he began his adult church
life as a simple Augustinian monk, Luther challenged the abuses he saw in the church, and his
work eventually led to the Protestant Reformation. Luther's accomplishments included liturgical
reform, translation of the Bible, and creation of the Small and Large Catechisms.

