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Focus on the Season: The Sunday of the Passion, year B 
 

The first and second readings and psalm are the same this Sunday every year: Christ emptying himself 
of divine power and protection, willingly becoming vulnerable to those who struck him and put him to 
death. Mark’s passion story begins with an unnamed woman anointing his head, perhaps to proclaim 
him Messiah, and Jesus saying she has anointed him beforehand for burial. Mark’s Easter story will 
begin with women going to anoint Jesus for burial, only to find that he has been raised. 

Keep this document open on the screen, to aid in your worship today. The link is embedded in this pdf, so 
you don’t have to return to the email. You can also print these pages and use the link in the email. 

+          +          + 

Centering and Gathering: Procession with Palms 

Light your candle. Start the video by clicking here; it will continue through the Postlude 

GREETING 
P Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord. 
C Hosanna in the highest! 

PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL: Mark 11:1-11 
1 When Jesus and the disciples were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the Mount of 

Olives, he sent two of his disciples 2 and said to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately as 
you enter it, you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden; untie it and bring it. 3 If anyone says to 
you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs it and will send it back here immediately.’ ” 4 They 
went away and found a colt tied near a door, outside in the street. As they were untying it, 5 some of the 
bystanders said to them, “What are you doing, untying the colt?” 6 They told them what Jesus had said; and 
they allowed them to take it. 7 Then they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it; and he sat on 
it. 8 Many people spread their cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy branches that they had cut in the 
fields. 9 Then those who went ahead and those who followed were shouting,  

“Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 10 Blessed is the coming kingdom of our 
ancestor David! Hosanna in the highest heaven!”  

11 Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had looked around at everything, as it 
was already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve. 

BLESSING OF PALMS  (Hold your palm branches up, or branches from outside as the blessing is said.) 
P Let us pray. We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

Today he entered the holy city in triumph and was proclaimed messiah and king by those who 
spread garments and branches along his way. Bless these branches and those who carry them. 
Grant us grace to follow our Lord in the way of the cross, so that, joined to his death and 
resurrection, we enter into life with you; through the same Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen 

https://youtu.be/94Dx3fhNTyQ


HYMN: ELW 346, “Ride On, Ride on in Majesty!” 
 Sung at Mount Olive on the Sunday of the Passion, year C, April 14, 2019. 

All may walk around the dwelling with the branches/palms as the hymn is sung.  

Word 

GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord. 
C Hosanna in the highest. 
P As we now enter into the contemplation of the passion of our Lord Jesus Christ and meditate 

on the salvation of the world through his sufferings, death, burial, and resurrection, let us 
pray. 

Sovereign God, you have established your rule in the human heart through the servanthood of 
Jesus Christ. By your Spirit, keep us in the joyful procession of those who with their tongues 
confess Jesus as Lord and with their lives praise him as Savior, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 

FIRST READING:  Isaiah 50:4-9a; reader – Sue Browender, lector 
4 The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of a teacher,  
  that I may know how to sustain the weary with a word.  
 Morning by morning he wakens—wakens my ear  
  to listen as those who are taught.  
5 The Lord GOD has opened my ear,  
  and I was not rebellious, I did not turn backward.  
6 I gave my back to those who struck me,  
  and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard;  
 I did not hide my face from insult and spitting.  
7 The Lord GOD helps me;  
  therefore I have not been disgraced;  
 therefore I have set my face like flint,  
  and I know that I shall not be put to shame;  
  8 he who vindicates me is near. 
Who will contend with me?  
  Let us stand up together.  
 Who are my adversaries? Let them confront me.  
9 It is the Lord GOD who helps me;  
  who will declare me guilty? 

SECOND READING:  Philippians 2:5-11; reader – David Anderson, assisting minister 
Paul writes: 5 Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he was in the form of 

God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, 7 but emptied himself, taking the form of a 
slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, 8 he humbled himself and became 
obedient to the point of death—even death on a cross. 9 Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him 
the name that is above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: “Christ humbled himself and became obedient …” 
 Sung at Mount Olive on the Sunday of the Passion, year C, April 14, 2019. 



THE PASSION OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST:  Mark 14:1 – 15:47 
Readers – Sue Browender, David Anderson, Pr. Crippen 

PASSION HYMN: ELW 343, “My Song Is Love Unknown” 
 Sung at Mount Olive on the Sunday of the Passion, year A, April 9, 2017. 

SERMON  This Week Pastor Joseph Crippen 
 Silence for reflection. 

INTERCESSORY PRAYERS 
Our Assisting Minister for today, David Anderson, has prepared intercessory prayers for us to pray this 
morning. As our prayers rise up from all over the metro area and beyond, once more we are joined 
together in Christ. (Our weekly prayer list is on the last page.) Response: Hear our prayer. 

PEACE     Please greet one another with Christ’s peace. 

OFFERING 
 There are ways to continue to give of your gifts to our shared work at Mount Olive during this time 

apart. The Olive Branch has suggested ways both electronic and by mail. See: 
https://www.mountolivechurch.org/resources/olive-branch-newsletter/ 

Sending 

LORD’S PRAYER     Pray the Lord’s Prayer together. 

HYMN: ELW 342, “There in God’s Garden” – stanzas 1-4 
 Sung at Mount Olive on the Sunday of the Passion, year C, April 19, 2019. 

BLESSING      Response: Amen 

DISMISSAL     The assisting minister leads the dismissal. 
L Go in peace to love and serve as Christ. 
C Thanks be to God. 

HYMN: ELW 342, “There in God’s Garden” – stanzas 5-6 
 Sung at Mount Olive on the Sunday of the Passion, year C, April 19, 2019. 

 +          +          + 

In Our Prayers 
● Please pray throughout the week for the following persons: Al Bipes; Evelyn Royce; Julia Adams; 

Elizabeth Beissel, Charlotte Erlandson; Nancy Flatgard; Leila Froehlich; Leanna Kloempken; Mary Lee; 
Lisa Nordeen; Jerry Ostlund; Pariann Schenk; James Wilkes; Sue Ellen Zagrabelny; Jodi Royce, 
daughter of Julia Adams and daughter-in-law of Evelyn Royce; Kjell Thompson, relative of Nancy 
Anderson; Tommie and Susie Hunter, Danna Nelson, Jacques, friends of Jim Bargmann; Tom McCarr, 
friend of Keith Bartz; Sara Brunette, daughter-in-law of CJ Brunette; Arthur Kaemmer, friend of David 
Bryce; Randy Caverly and Nancy Stelling, nephew and friend of Marcia & Dan Burow; Lela Frazier, 



sister of Irene Campbell; Klarrisa Ramirez, friend of Gretchen Campbell-Johnson; Greg Eklund, son of 
Harry & Jeanette Eklund; Susan Bary, friend of Judy Graves; Dolores & David G. Gutierrez, Sr., Chris 
and David Gutierrez, Jr., parents and brothers of Consuelo Gutierrez-Crosby; Carol Halter 
(missionary in Hong Kong), friend of Eunice Hafemeister; Lynn Kernkamp, friend of Peggy Hoeft; Tami 
Huisinga, relative of Wes Huisinga; Craig Cunningham, brother-in-law of Brian Jacobs; Bob 
Adamson, relative of Jerry Jones & Robbie Ross; Nicole Sanders, Ann Clark, friend of Mary Rose 
Kaliher; Danielle Pitzen, friend of Ellen Kormanik; Barbara Dahl, sister of Carla Manuel; Dani Olson, 
Harper Linquist, Steve Camper, relatives and friend of Julie Manuel; Ellen Katsoulis, friend of Carol 
Martinson; Jan McCuen, mother of Matt McCuen; Martha Johnson, sister of Rhoda Nelson and aunt 
of Sherry Nelson; Janet Freeburg, friend of Lisa Nordeen; Michael Waechter, friend of Rod & Connie 
Olson; Kathleen Austad, sister of Jerry Ostlund; Jay Heffern, friend of Gary Pagel; Kathryn Glick, 
aunt/godmother of Kathy Thurston; Sue Smith and Steve Swanson, friend of Dwight Penas & Kathy 
Thurston; Rudd Rayfield, Jolie Meshbesher Hassler, Katelyn Bowden, Cindy Williams, father and 
friends of Robin Rayfield; Leila Jeffers, mother of Lynn and Lisa Ruff; Miranda Alvis, niece of Tim 
Sneer; Carrie, friend of Paul & Melissa Stone; Peg Boyle, mother of Amy Thompson; David Duran, 
friend of Kevin Vazquez; Andrew Wiechman, son of Grace Wiechman; BJ Wilkes, Joshua Wilkes, 
LaTrell Wilke, Julius Underwood, and Lonnell Wilkes, son, nephews, grandson and brother of James 
Wilkes; Sandra Dycus, Becky Groska, Diane Ristrom, Cathy Reid, Karen Swanson, Patrick Clark, 
Annie Hose-Ryan, Marcia Van Gorden, friends of Sue Ellen Zagrabelny; Anne-Marie Lundberg, cousin 
of Eric Zander; Judy Bonnes and family, Tommie & Susie Hunter; Barbara C. Johnson, friends of 
Mount Olive. 

 

● For those celebrating their baptism anniversaries this week: Karen Cherwien, Lawrence Crosby, 
Consuelo Gutierrez-Crosby, Walter Cherwien, Peter Crippen, Brian Jorgensen, Amanda Torgeson, 
Penny Freeman, Evelyn Royce, Dennis Bidwell, Randy Fritz, Carol Martinson, and Lawrence Duncan. 

● Prayers for all in the health care system here and around the world who put their lives at risk to 
care for those infected with COVID 19 and caring for all others who are ill as well. 

● Our continual prayers are offered for peace: We pray for all of the world’s governments, leaders 
and peoples, especially for those who work overseas toward peace: Solveig & Philip, daughter and 
son-in-law of Karen Johnson; and Tyson Crosby, relative of the Crosby family. 

● We remember the saints who have gone before us: 

March 29: Hans Nielsen Hauge, renewer of the church, died 1824 – Hauge was a layperson who 
wished to revitalize the church in Norway. As a result of a mystical experience, he felt called to 
preach. Many professionals in the church feared his motives and influence, and he was 
imprisoned for leading unauthorized gatherings. 
 

March 31: John Donne, poet, died 1631 – After finishing his education at Oxford University, 
Donne seemed headed for a career in the English public service. But a series of circumstances led 
him into the ordained ministry. He is well known as a writer of both secular and sacred poetry. 


