December 11, 2022
Third Sunday of
Advent, A
Isaiah 35:1-10
Psalm 146:5-10
James 5:7-10
Matthew 11:2-11

December 18, 2022
Fourth Sunday of
Advent, A
Isaiah 7:10-16
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19
Romans 1:1-7
Matthew 1:18-25

In the
presence of God.

Being the

presence of God.

December 7, 2022

Accent on Worship

Vicar Mollie Hamre

Psalm 146

Blessed are those whose help is the God of Jacob,
whose hope is in the LORD their God. - NIV Translation

Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help,
whose hope is in the LORD their God. - NRSV Translation

“Happy” versus “Blessed” takes on different meanings for our
Psalm passage when looking at differing translations, especially
during the season of Advent. As we wait in anticipation of Jesus’s
birth and the joyful celebration of Christmas, we are also
reminded of all that has happened over the year. Loved ones that
have passed, challenges that have been faced, and all the mixed
feelings that come with the “most wonderful time of the year.” At
times, it might be difficult to feel the “happy” emotion that the
psalmist describes. Yet, it is essential to know that we are all a
part of this hope, even when the word “happy” feels
disconnecting.

continued on page 2

The Olive Branch, December 7, 2022 pagel



R Oive Drireh

Accent on Worship, continued from page 1

In contrast, the word “blessed” is something that we do not have to feel, but has already been
given by God. We know that we are called blessed, even holy by God- no strings attached or
teelings to qualify. God calls you blessed and guides you however you come.

The Psalmist states that our God promises to give justice to the oppressed, set the captives free,
sustain the orphan and widows, and so much more. Holding a happy emotion does not determine
the work that God is doing in the world but has everything to do with knowing that God is within
you while this takes place.

Blessed are you, child of God, who looks to hope in this Advent season. May you be held in peace
and community as we wait for our Savior's birth.

- Vicar Mollie Hamre

Advent Devotions and Action on Behalf of Climate Justice

This Advent, Minneapolis congregations of many denominations are coming together to put our
hope into action. We will take on the spiritual discipline of making weekly phone calls to our city
council members to urge them to support the People’s Climate & Equity Plan, a plan that sets bold
goals for a just transition to a renewable energy future and that creates a robust fund to address
our climate and racial equity crises simultaneously. A booklet that will guide us through this
spiritual practice has been co-created by faith leaders throughout the city, including our own
Coordinator of Neighborhood Ministry, Jim Bargmann. This very same devotional booklet will
serve as a passport of sorts as we track our own action on behalf of climate justice at a hyper-local
level.

This Sunday, come collect a booklet from the table in the West Assembly. Then, if you choose to
participate in the action step of these devotions by calling a City Council member, bring your
booklet back each week and receive a stamp indicating your participation. If you have any
questions, please contact Jim Bargmann or stop by the table in the West Assembly Area.

Scandinavian Coffee Hour This Sunday!

Calling all Scandinavians and friends! Do you have a holiday treat you would be able to
share? Does it have a special story? Please bring your treat to either (or both) coffee hours
December 11th. Join us for lefse, herring, cookies and more!

Questions? Call Linda Pipkorn at 612-729-2179.
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Calendar

Wednesday, December 7

10:00 am Staff meeting

5:30 pm Children’s Choir supper
6:00 pm Children’s Choir rehearsals
7:00 pm Midweek Advent Vespers
7:30 pm Cantorei rehearsal

Thursday, December 8

7:00 pm Narcotics Anonymous
Friday, December 9
7:00 pm Recovery group

Saturday, December 10
10:00 am Book Discussion group
Sunday, December 11 - Third Sunday of Advent

8:00 am Holy Eucharist, followed by Scandinavian
Brunch

9:30 am Education for all ages

10:45 am Holy Eucharist, followed by Scandinavian
Brunch

Monday, December 12

12:30 pm Funeral Visitation

2:00 pm Funeral Eucharist: Dennis Bidwell

5:30 pm Family Music Time

7:00 pm Vestry meeting

Tuesday, December 13

Noon Bible Study

Wednesday, December 14

10:00 am Staff meeting

5:30 pm Children’s Choir supper

6:00 pm Children’s Choir rehearsals

7:00 pm Midweek Advent Vespers

7:30 pm Cantorei rehearsal

Tuesday Noon Bible

Study Link

The Tuesday Noon Bible Study is
meeting in person, in the West
Lounge. For those who are unable to
come in person, we will continue to
hold the meeting over Zoom as well.

The link for the Tuesday noon Bible
study will be the same every week.

To join from your computer, tablet,

or smartphone, click here.

Book Discussion

For its December 10 meeting, the
book Discussion Group will read The
Extraordinary Life of Sam Hell, by
Robert Dugoni. For January 14,
Harlem Shuffle, by Colson Whitehead.

The Book Discussion group meets on
the second Saturday of each month
at 10 am at church. All readers are
welcome!

Midweek Advent
Vespers

Wednesday evenings
Nov. 30, Dec. 7, 14, and 21

7:00 pm
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This Coming Week, We Will Wonder:

Circle One: Mary & Joseph Show the Way to Bethlehem
Circle Two: Advent 3 & 4

I wonder what conversations you will have at home!

Please note that we hold Godly Play every Sunday at 9:30am!

(Note: There will be no Godly Play on December 25, 2022 & January 1, 2023.)

The Art Shoppe

Several years ago, the city of Minneapolis created a new use for the old Sears Tower. The
building would become housing and a place to start businesses.

At the same time, A Minnesota Without Poverty was looking for a location at which local
artists could display and sell their work. Would we at Mount Olive support this project? Lake
Street is our neighborhood. The church agreed to providing financial aid and personnel.

The building became the Midtown Global Market (MGM) with small shops and restaurants.
The name “The Art Shoppe” was established for the artistic endeavor, supported by Mount
Olive.

Now, after many years of growth, 70 artists have an income from their original and creative
works. Recently, the Art Shoppe was moved to a location in MGM near the food court. The
larger space with new display cabinets and counters is a destination for your Christmas
shopping - or shopping for original artwork for yourself!

In the Nov. 27, 2022 issue of the Minneapolis Star Tribune (Local section), Jennifer Brooks
column features the MGM. She quotes Carla Brown, manager of The Art Shoppe: “Everything
is unique.” Check out the article online and come shop! The artists appreciate your business.
Lake Street is alive and well - thank you, Mount Olive!

- Carol Austermann
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Extra Sunday Morning
Staff Christmas Gifts

As is our tradition, this is the time of year that we
gather monetary gifts for our church staff. If you Reminder!
would like to contribute, please either use the
offering envelope provided especially for this, or
simply note “staff gifts” on your check/envelope
and send it to the church office or place it in the

Parking Option

Mount Olive members can park in
the WorkForce Center parking lot
on weekends.

offering plate on Sunday morning. Please have the The lot is located behind the
gifts in by December 22. WorkForce Center building on the
southwest corner of Lake St. and

Thanks for your generosity. Chicago Ave

Adult Education

Upcoming Sunday Adult Forums
(9:30 am in the Chapel Lounge)

Our presenter for Dec. 4 and 11 is Mark Tranvik, a Professor of Reformation History and
Theology at Luther Seminary in St. Paul. He is an ordained ELCA pastor and served a
congregation in Brooklyn Center for ten years. He was also a professor of religion at
Augsburg University for twenty-five years. He translated and edited Martin Luther's The
Freedom of a Christian and he is the author of Martin Luther and the Called Life.

Dec. 11: “Martin Luther’s Not-So-Sentimental Christmas”
Dec. 18: Vicar Mollie Hamre - topic to be announced

Don’t Forget Return Your Pledge Cards!

As 2022 comes to a close and we all begin looking forward toward 2023, it's a good
time to include Mount Olive in our preparations for the upcoming year. If you haven't
had a chance to fill out and return your pledge card, please take a few moments to do
SO.

Thanks!
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The Missions Committee has many opportunities for you to buy Christmas gifts that also give back. Stop
by the west assembly room between or after the liturgies on December 11 and 18. We will have the
following available:

TRAVELING TIENDA. Common Hope, one of Mount Olive’s sponsored missions, is bringing a
Guatemalan market to us. Support Common Hope’s education, health care, housing, and family

development programming by purchasing Guatemalan artisan made gifts. This little market has

ornaments, toys textiles, nuts, coffee and chocolate available for purchase.

FAIR TRADE HANDCRAFTS. Use this custom link https://www.serrv.org/?2a=MountOlive21 to buy
handmade gifts through SERVV International. By using this special link 20% of all purchases will be
donated to Mount Olive in support of our work with the Afghan family. The Fair Trade Sale link is
active until December 18.

EQUAL EXCHANGE PRODUCTS. Fair trade coffee, cocoa and chocolate are available for purchase.
Equal Exchange builds long term partnerships with small farmers and co-ops around the world to bring
economically just and environmentally sound products to consumers.

ADVENT GIVING TREE. Choose an ornament from the tree representing gifts from the ELCA Good
Gifts or from Common Hope in Guatemala. You can also order from these organizations” websites.

Lutheran World Relief
https://lwr.org/giving-category/Qifts

Heifer Project International
http./fwww.heifer.org

Common Hope
http://commonhopecatalog.myshopify.com/
Bethania Kids
http://bethaniakids.org/creative-giving-catalog/
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
www.elca.org/goodqifts
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Mount Olive Foundation Update

Earlier this year, I stepped down as President of Mount Olive Lutheran Church Foundation after 25 years of
service. In 1996-97 I, with the help of several board members, implemented a new planned giving program
modeled after several colleges and universities.

I thought it would be helpful to share the results of the Foundation’s efforts over the past 25 years. I believe
they are truly remarkable, especially considering that Mount Olive is an urban church with approximately 450
member households.

1998 2022
Current Endowment $ 110,000 $2,066,607
Annual Gift to the Congregation $ 6,500 $ 61,124
Number of Named Endowment Funds 0 10
(7 current, 3 future)

Number of Known Expectancies 0 39
(Living donor estate provisions)
Value of Donor-Disclosed Provisions 0 $3,723,000

(0 Provisions) (17 Provisions)
Value of Undisclosed Provisions $0 $ Unknown

(0 Provisions) (22 Provisions)
Assessment: Currently, Mount Olive’s potential endowment is $5,789,607 plus the unknown
value of 22 provisions. Assuming a 4.5% endowment payout, the potential annual gift to the
congregation is $260,532, not including the unknown provision values.

Indeed, God has richly blessed the Mount Olive Foundation, helping us to provide a very solid financial future
for our church. Do we still need additional current and estate gifts? Absolutely! As this endowment grows, it
allows us to provide greater service to the needs of the church and our surrounding neighborhood. Also keep
in mind that the Foundation’s gifts go to needs over and above the church’s annual budget.

When you consider potential charitable beneficiaries for your estate, we hope you will include Mount Olive
Lutheran Church Foundation. See any one of our board members with your questions and hopes:

Keith Bartz (Former President) George Ferguson

Sue Browender Carol Peterson

Kat Campbell Johnson (President) Paul Sundquist (Treasurer)
Mark Farnan (Vice President) Kathy Thurston (Secretary)
- Keith Bartz
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Mount Olive Lutheran Church
3045 Chicago Avenue
Minneapolis, MN 55407

A congregation of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America

Sunday Eucharists: 8 & 10:45 am

Contact Us

Phone: 612-827-5919

On the Web: mountolivechurch.org

Staff

Pastor - Joseph Crippen

Cantor - David Cherwien

Vicar - Mollie Hamre

Coordinator of Neighborhood Ministry -
Jim Bargmann

Administrative Assistant - Cha Posz

Sexton - Jose Morocho

Mount Olive is a Reconciling in Christ
congregation.

In This Issue:

e Accent on Worship — Vicar Mollie Hamre
e Scandinavian Coffee Hour — This Sunday!
e Midweek Advent Vespers: Wednesdays During Advent, 7 pm

¢ Global Ministry Committee’s Gifts That Give Available Sundays
Through Dec. 18

e Shopping Destination: The Art Shoppe at Midtown
¢ Mount Olive Foundation Update
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