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January 11, 2024

Sunday Readings

January 15, 2023
2 Sunday after
Epiphany

Isaiah 49:1-7
Psalm 40:1-11
1 Corinthians 1:1-9
John 1:29-42

January 22, 2023
3 Sunday after
Epiphany

Isaiah 9:1-4
Psalm 27:1, 4-9
1 Corinthians 1:10-18
Matthew 4:12-23

In the
presence of God.

Being the
presence of God.

Accent on Worship

1] waited patiently upon the Lord,
who stooped to me and heard my cry.
2The Lord lifted me out of the desolate pit, out of the miry clay,
and set my feet upon a high cliff, making my footing sure.
3 The Lord put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God,;

Jim Bargmann

In my first look though the readings for this upcoming week, I
immediately landed on the first verse of Psalm 40.

The image of a God stooping to be with me when I need them most
resonates with me in a powerful way.

It recalls the many times I have found myself doing the very same
things for Nathan and Elizabeth, something that still occurs today,
even as they get older, but was certainly a part of our lives together
when they were younger. A child struggling with something, in
tears, flopped on the floor or couch. A parent lowering themselves to
the child’s level, gathering up their sobbing body in their arms,
holding them. And then, lifting them up, looking in their eyes,
assuring them of their love and consistent presence.

Perhaps today you are that child, in need of a God who stoops down
in response to your cries, holding you, supporting you, assuring you
of their love and consistent presence. And then putting a new song in
your mouth, a song of praise.

Or perhaps you find yourself singing that new song as one who has
been lifted up our of that pit (because we are all there at one time or
another, in the pit, I mean). What then?

We have the opportunity to be that physical manifestation of God,
stooping down in response to another’s cry, holding them, lifting
them out of the pit - the pit of grief over loss, the pit of financial
struggle, the pit of disappointment over unrealized dreams. We who
have been lifted up can stoop down and lift others up so they can
join us in a new song.
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Additional Live Streamers Needed

We are in need of a couple more volunteers to run the live stream during worship. You'll need to be
comfortable using technology, but most importantly, follow along with the liturgy and switch cameras
in anticipation of what's happening next. It is important work, giving those who can not be with us in
person the ability to join us in worship.

What you'll do as a live streamer: Get situated at the computer in the South Gallery and start the live
stream a minute or two before the prelude begins. Follow along with the liturgy, and when we come to
a transition point (e.g. a reader walks to the lectern, or a hymn is about to begin), you press a couple
buttons to switch to the correct camera, move camera positions, and/or display overlay slides with
music on them.

Training sessions & written directions are available. And an experienced streamer will sit by you and
assist you for your first liturgies. With the addition of a couple more volunteers, each of us will be
scheduled once per month.

How to get involved:
e Contact Dan at worship@mountolivechurch.org or 612-600-6982 with any questions and if
you're interested.
e Visit with any current streamer after liturgy to see how it all works in the South Gallery.

Ordination and Installation of former vicar Andrea Bonneville
DeNaples — This Sunday, January 15

Former Vicar Andrea will be Ordained and Installed as Pastor at Braham Evangelical
Lutheran Church in Braham, MN at 3:00 PM on January 15, 2023. All are invited to a
reception after the service.

Braham Lutheran Church is located at 905 Central Dr. W, Braham, MN 55006. If you are
unable to join in person, you can join via livestream. The service will begin streaming on
Braham Lutheran Church’s Facebook Page at 2:50 P.M. Anyone with or without an
account can find the livestream at https:/ /www.facebook.com/brahamlutheran .

Members of Mount Olive are invited to join with the Braham Lutheran Chancel Choir to
sing an Offertory anthem. If you’d like to sing, please arrive to Braham Lutheran around
1:45/2:00 PM for a rehearsal.

Note from Andrea: Thank you! Thank you! I am deeply grateful for each and every one of you
who joined me on this journey. I have been serving at Braham Evangelical Lutheran Church since
the being of Advent, and each day I am grateful for all that I learned at Mount Olive. Thanks to be
God for each of you!
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Calendar

Wednesday, January 11

10:00 am Staff meeting
No Children’s Choir until Jan. 18
7:30 pm Cantorei rehearsal

Thursday, January 12

7:00 pm Narcotics Anonymous

Friday, January 13

7:00 pm Recovery group

Saturday, January 14

10:00 am Book Discussion Group

Sunday, January 15 - 2" Sunday after Epiphany

8:00 am Holy Eucharist, followed by coffee
and conversation

9:30 am Education for all ages

10:45 am Holy Eucharist, followed by coffee
and conversation

Monday, January 16

6:00 pm Vicar Committee meeting

Tuesday, January 17

Noon Bible Study

6:00 pm Neighborhood Ministries Comm. mt.

Sign Up to Host Coffee Hour!

The Sunday morning coffee sign up is pretty
empty! Please consider providing treats for
coffee hour. Remember that Jose makes the
coffee and does the dishes. Mentoring is
available if you need it. Nothing fancy is
needed. (Who doesn’t love Oreos?)

If you can help, please sign up on the chart in
the East Assembly Room. As of now, the
chart is WIDE open!

Tuesday Noon Bible

Study Link

The Tuesday Noon Bible Study is
meeting in person, in the West
Lounge. For those who are unable to
come in person, we will continue to
hold the meeting over Zoom as well.

The link for the Tuesday noon Bible
study will be the same every week.

To join from your computer, tablet,

or smartphone, click here.

Book Discussion

For its January 14 meeting, they will
read, Harlem Shuffle, by Colson
Whitehead. On February 11 they will
discuss Humboldt's Gift by Saul
Bellow, and for March 11, they will
read These Precious Days, by Ann
Patchett.

The Book Discussion group meets on
the second Saturday of each month
at 10 am at church. All readers are
welcome!

Contact Information for

Interim Pastor Paul
Hoffman

email: paulhoffman56@gmail.com

Cell: 206.972.9995
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Greetings, Mount Olive Lutheran!

It's with a great sense of joy that I step into the role of Interim Pastor among the people of God at
Mount Olive. Thank you for the invitation to be with you and for the robust and warm welcome
that I have already received.

During my time among you I want to serve you as fully as possible, so you'll need to know how to
reach me. Feel free to call or text at 206.972.9995. You can also reach me at my
email: paulhoffman56@gmail.com.

I'm coming to you from my home in Mukilteo, WA on the shores of Puget Sound. Mukilteo is a
suburb of Seattle, about 25 miles N of downtown. If you've traveled in the area and visited
Whidbey Island, then you've caught the ferry in Mukilteo.

While I'm with you on Chicago Ave., my wife of 45 years, Donna, remains in Mukilteo. She is a
full-time reading specialist in the Shoreline School District. We have two adult children who live on
Capitol Hill in Seattle, Jacob and Lauren. Our family is deeply enriched by our daughter-in-law,
Laurie, Jacob's spouse.

A native of South Central Pennsylvania and a graduate of Gettysburg Seminary, I have served
congregations in Lincoln and Fremont, NE; Allen, TX; and concluded my time in parish ministry
with 18 years at Phinney Ridge Lutheran in Seattle. Since retiring from parish ministry in 2013, I
have spent time writing, teaching, and mentoring in the larger church. This ministry has been
largely focused on baptismal formation and time spent in pastoral formation with the newly
ordained.

I look forward to getting to know you all better in these 12 short weeks. In addition to preaching
and presiding once again this coming Sunday -- 15 January, +Epiphany 2 -- I'll also be leading
Adult Forum on the topic of Daily Dying and Rising. These next two Sundays will give you an
opportunity to get to know me better, and to learn about the ministry of focus of Phinney Ridge in
Seattle where, surrounded by a population of 90% of people who are unchurched, we tried to
faithfully follow Jesus' command to bring adults to the waters of baptism and into the body of
Christ.

- Pr. Paul Hoffman

Parking Reminder!

Don’t forget that on Sunday mornings, additional parking is available at the Career Force Center, at
the southwest corner of Lake Street and Chicago (behind the building). It is almost as close as
parking in the south lot and it is closer than much of the on-street parking in the area.

The recent snowstorm has left area streets very narrow and street parking is difficult right now.
Please don't hesitate to park at the Career Force Center on Sunday mornings.



This Coming Week, We Will Wonder:

Circle One: The Banquet
Circle Two: Parable of the Good Shepherd

I wonder what conversations you will have at home!

Please note that we hold Godly Play every Sunday at 9:30am!

Adult Education: Upcoming Sunday Adult Forums
(9:30 am in the Chapel Lounge)

January 15 & 22: “Daily Dying and Rising” - The Adult Forums on January 15 and 22 will be led
by our Sabbatical Pastor, Paul Hoffman. Beginning with Romans 6 and working through
Luther’s understanding of what it means to be “born again,” Paul will lead the conversation
about how each day is an opportunity for both baptismal formation and baptismal living for
Jesus’ disciples in the world. For 18 years, Pastor Hoffman led the ministry of the Adult
Catechumenate at Phinney Ridge Lutheran Church in Seattle. During that time, the
congregation reached into the community in an intentional way to offer the gift of baptism to
those in Seattle who had never had the opportunity to become a part of the body of Christ.
Paul’s book, Faith Forming Faith, is a great primer to this ministry, and a wonderful way to learn
to know him a bit better as he comes to lead among us. Copies of the book are available in the
church office.

Wedding Eucharist Invitation

We are so grateful to be among this thoughtful and loving community of faith. Though work
prohibits us from being a regular part of this assembly, we would be honored to have you join

us in Eucharist, blessing our marriage this Saturday, January 14, at 4:00 p.m. here at Mount
Olive.

— Andrew Stoebig and Sarah Estes
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This week marks the one-year anniversary of
Mount Olive’s face to face mentorship with the
Afghani Refugee family that was assigned to us
through Lutheran Social Services.

Their names are Mustafa & Anita, with children,
Mahdi and Efat. And Milad, brother to Anita.

Connie Marty sat down with the three adults and
had a conversation about what they have
experienced with us in these 12 months. Here are a
few of their comments:

“Because of our relationship with you, we are more =
relaxed, feel safer and more settled than a year ago.

-Our English is much better now because you signed us up for English classes, watched the children and
drove us daily to class.

-Thank you for cleaning and filling our apartment with furniture, food, and toys. And for helping us move
out a few months later because of the mice infestation and find a beautiful new neighborhood and duplex
to rent near Minnehaha Park last summer.

-You helped us find good jobs at the airport and we use bus and light rail to get to work each day.

-We used your cars to learn how to drive and appreciate your calm presence to practice our driving. All
three of us have a driver’s permit now with one of us passing the driver’s test and getting a license. Now, of
course we want to buy a car! (If any member has a car to donate to the family or offer for a low price, please
call Connie Marty 651-468-1632 or conniejmarty@gmail.com)

-The gatherings with you in the park and in your church have been special for us. We all enjoy meeting
new friends and offering hospitality to all who come for a visit to our home.

-Our 4-year-old is reading books and speaking English so fast! Thank you for assisting in finding the all-
day Headstart program for him. He is very active, curious, and quick to learn.

-We have used the emergency room, dental office, doctor visits and all kinds of healthcare needs this year
and are thankful for assisting us in setting up appointments and driving us regularly.

-The Afghan Adjustment Act is very important to us being able to stay in the USA after July 2023. Thank
you to all of you who call your elected officials and urge them to get this passed for those of us who had to
flee our country so fast in 2021. Our baby girl was only one month old when we fled to the Kabal Airport
and now she is walking and jabbering daily.

-When we first arrived, we were sad and scared to leave behind all our family and culture. As we look back
on the year, we think about how your congregation and companionship has blessed us so much. We think
of you as our American family and look forward to keeping the relationship growing into the future.”

On Feb 12 the Missions Committee will host the education hour as well as A Taste of Afghanistan meal
after the late service. Please join us for this celebration and meet and hear directly from the family.
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January Neighborhood Ministries Partner of the Month:
Our Saviour’s Community Services

Our Saviour’s Community Services, a non-profit founded by our sister congregation, operates a
shelter for adults experiencing homelessness, transitional housing for women who have
experienced domestic abuse, and permanent supportive housing for men and women who live
with a mental illness, physical disability, and/or substance use disorders. In addition, Mount
Olive volunteers provide meals at the Our Saviour’s shelter once a month.

Mount Olive has chosen to support each of our Partners of the Month though a yearly
contribution from our budget, and often, like our partner this month, we also volunteer in
support of their work. On top of those financial and labor contributions, we encourage any
member who wishes to donate over and above our budgeted amount to those partners doing
work in their areas of passion and concern. You can do this using your offering envelopes or our
online giving system. All additional contributions to our partner of the month will be distributed
to the partner for the month in which the contribution is received.

For more information about Our Saviour’s work, please visit their website at
https://oscs-mn.org. For more information about the teams from Mount Olive serving meals at
the shelter, contact Elaine Halbardier at ech914@comcast.net.

Honoring Gail Nielson

Our dear sister in Christ, Gail Nielsen, will soon be moving to Wisconsin to be closer to her
daughter, Michelle, and family. Gail has been a faithful member of Mount Olive for many years.
She has seen pastors, cantors, and members come and go over the years. She has been a steady
presence with all things good to eat and congregational life related. Preparing food for funerals.
Hosting countless coffee hours. A leader in implementing and then preparing and hosting
countless community meals for many years.

Gail may be most famous for the annual picnic she hosted in her beautiful south Minneapolis
backyard. She started this tradition as a long-time member of the Mount Olive Neighborhood
Ministry committee to thank the volunteers who supported a variety of neighborhood ministry
programs. This also became an annual thank you to Mount Olive vicars who provided input and
support to neighborhood ministries and the community meal. It was always a great time of
fellowship, sharing food and stories together. Nearly every year we had sunshine, no rain.

Gail’s faith and charm no doubt contributed to that! We will miss Gail but know that we will
remain with her in spirit as she settles into life in Wisconsin, and we look forward to her visits
back to Mount Olive in the future.

Please join us to honor and thank Gail this Sunday, January 15, during the coffee hour that
follows the 10:45 AM liturgy. There will be delicious treats, coffee and more to celebrate Gail
in a way that she so often has done for others.
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Gifts that Give

Thanks to the generosity of Mount Olive’s members and friends, the proceeds from the Mission
Committee’s Gifts that Give sale made a significant impact. The donations for ELCA Good Gifts totaled
almost $400 and we were able to double that donation! Donations for Common Hope’s Giving Tree
equaled almost $800. 20% of online gifts purchased through SERVV was donated to Mount Olive’s work
with the Afghan family, over $100.

Gifts purchased at Common Hope’s Traveling Tienda totaled $1290. Common Hope is one of Mount
Olive’s supported missions. Your purchases helped to support education, health care, housing and
family development programming in Guatemala.

Mount Olive is a Faith Community Partner with Common Hope. They shared this message of gratitude.
On behalf of all of us at Common Hope, thank you for Mount Olive Lutheran Church’s partnership this year! We
are grateful for dedicated partners like you who are vital in keeping kids learning in Guatemala through Common
Hope. Here is a special Thank You Video (click here) . Hear from Common Hope graduates as they share the
impact of Common Hope’s programming, which is made possible by partnerships like yours!

I help with translating letters from students in Guatemala to their sponsors. Graduation was in
November, and as I translated letters from graduating students, I was overwhelmed by the students’
gratitude for Common Hope and their sponsors. They talked of their dreams of being able to graduate
from high school coming true. The graduation rate in Guatemala is less than 20%, so these students were
able to overcome many obstacles on their journeys. They have hopes for the future, working to help
support their families and continuing their education. One student’s words: “It makes me happy to have
achieved that goal which seemed so far away. I always imagined myself dressed in my graduation
gown, receiving my diploma, with my parents so proud of me. With strength and perseverance, I was
able to achieve this dream. Thanks to Common Hope for always helping me, without it I don’t know if
this dream would have become a reality”.

Lisa Ruff

Commonﬁo e . IADy
@;AITH COMMUNITB Mount Olive
PARTNER Lutheran Church "

commonhope.org
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Mount Olive Lutheran Church
3045 Chicago Avenue
Minneapolis, MN 55407

A congregation of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America

Sunday Eucharists: 8 & 10:45 am

Contact Us

Phone: 612-827-5919

On the Web: mountolivechurch.org

Staff

Interim Pastor - Paul E. Hoffman

Cantor - David Cherwien

Vicar - Mollie Hamre

Coordinator of Neighborhood Ministry -
Jim Bargmann

Administrative Assistant - Cha Posz

Sexton - Jose Morocho

Mount Olive is a Reconciling in Christ
congregation.
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