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Accent on Worship
Andrew Stoebig

This Sunday’s Gospel presents among the most
awkward of Jesus’s interactions to our
contemporary lives. Unlike Luke’s Good
Samaritan parable, with its allegorical answer to
the lawyer’s “Who is my neighbor?,” Mark relays
a cut-and-dried response from Jesus: remarriage
following divorce is adultery. Full stop. Yet when
divorce may in fact be the only way by which an
individual might be able to live fully as themself
or may be escaping physical or psychological
harm, it leaves me responding with Grace Hanson's incredulity in
the Netflix series Grace and Frankie, “Makes total [expletive]
sense. Thanks, Mark!”

While divorce is certainly not ideal and its pain is real, our attitude
toward it has mercifully changed even in my lifetime. Once
‘rampant,” it's now thought of as ‘common,” though still just as
painful to those experiencing it. We’ve learned to better
understand the cycles of abuse and poverty that ensnare
individuals (primarily women) and limit their humanity. We've
learned to share empathy and compassion with those experiencing
the metamorphosis of an intimate relationship into a new phase.
And we've learned the fabric of society will not unravel when the
warp and woof of marriage changes pattern.

Given all this, what does our experience of these blunt words of
Jesus in the eucharistic assembly teach us about our life in Christ?
Might even this experience nudge us away from a juridical
framework of salvation and toward a medicinal one -- a salvation
rooted more in our healing than in a debt being paid or a prison
sentence being satisfied. If that be the case, what do marriage,

tamily, and, yes, even divorce have to teach us about what it is to
be children of God?
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September 29, 2024
Nineteenth Sunday after
Pentecost, Lect. 26 B
Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16,
24-29
Psalm 19:7-14
James 5:13-20
Mark 9:38-50

October 6, 2024
Twentieth Sunday after
Pentecost, Lect. 27 B
Genesis 2:18-24
Psalm 8
Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12
Mark 10:2-16

In the presence
of God.

Being the presence
of God.
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Godly Play News ,

storytellers will share a story
Olive's music program for the
chapel/lounge for Godly Play this week. Your storytellers

Special Notice: This coming @
Sunday the children and k«\ /]
with the Adult Education

session. In addition, Mount

youngest children will also be featured. We hope to see
you there! All children should meet upstairs in the
and door keepers will be there to welcome you and
your family.

All children ages 3-kindergarten are welcome to Circle One,
and children in grades 1-5 welcome to Circle Two.

Disaster Relief: Hurricane Helene

Hurricane Helene hit the coast of Florida as a Category 4
hurricane on Sept. 26 and has ravaged communities in the
southeast, from Florida to Virginia. As the floodwaters have
started to recede, the extreme devastation — especially in
North Carolina and Tennessee — has become clearer.

We can't yet know what we're facing in terms of damage ... but
I do know [this],” says the Rev. Timothy Smith, bishop of the
North Carolina Synod. “Lutheran Disaster Response, in
partnership with our synod, along with other helpers, will be
there for the long haul, and we will rally around our
congregations, camps and communities.”

The need is great! Please send your donations to ELCA
Disaster Relief, or, if you prefer, you may give through Mount
Olive by clearly designating your gift for “Hurricane Relief.”
Please note: gifts received by the church will be sent all at once,
so using the ELCA link will get your gift to its destination
much faster.

Thanks for whatever you can do to help.

Tuesday Noon Bible
Study Link

The Tuesday Noon Bible Study
is meeting in person, in the
East Assembly Room. For those
who are unable to come in
person, we will continue to
hold the meeting over Zoom as
well.

The link for the Tuesday noon
Bible study will be the same
every week. To join from your
computer, tablet, or
smartphone, click here.

Book Discussion

On October 12, the Book Club
will take up Love in the Time of
Cholera, by Gabriel Garcia
Marquez. The choice for
November 9 is The Ski Jumpers:
A Novel by Minnesotan Peter
Geye.

Everyone is invited to join
whenever you are able, at 10
a.m. in the library, usually on
the second Saturday of the
month. The group has been
using Zoom to provide remote
access to the sessions. If you
would like to participate in the
group, you can either attend
the monthly sessions which
meet at the church in person or
join remotely via Zoom. To
join from your computer,
tablet, or smart phone, click
here.
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https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89691547624?pwd=UTdiRDBTR08yMjF1YjhQWHdldnpQQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89691547624?pwd=UTdiRDBTR08yMjF1YjhQWHdldnpQQT09#success
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89691547624?pwd=UTdiRDBTR08yMjF1YjhQWHdldnpQQT09#success
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89691547624?pwd=UTdiRDBTR08yMjF1YjhQWHdldnpQQT09#success
https://give.elca.org/page/68904/donate/1?utm_medium=email&utm_source=engagingnetworks&utm_campaign=utm_campaign&utm_content=093024+LDR+Hurricane+Helene+e-Alert++1213897425&ea.url.id=2906897
https://give.elca.org/page/68904/donate/1?utm_medium=email&utm_source=engagingnetworks&utm_campaign=utm_campaign&utm_content=093024+LDR+Hurricane+Helene+e-Alert++1213897425&ea.url.id=2906897

Calendar

Wednesday, October 2

10:00 am Staff meeting

5:30 pm Children’s Choir Supper

6:00 pm Children’s Choir rehearsals

7:00 pm Cantorei rehearsal

7:00 pm Y2/Y3 Confirmation

Thursday, October 3

11:00 am Mpls. Area Synod Central Conference gathering
6:00 pm Bible Study

7:00 pm MIRAC (MN Immigrant Rights Action Comm) mtng.
7:00 pm Narcotics Anonymous

7:30 pm Cantor Call Committee meeting

Friday, October 4

Noon Bible Study

7:00 pm Recovery Group

Saturday, October 5

9:00 am Gardening Day (every Saturday through Oct.)

Sunday, October 6 - Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost

8:00 am Holy Eucharist, followed by coffee and conversation

9:30 am Godly Play / Adult Forum

10:45 am Holy Eucharist, with the Sacrament of Holy
Baptism, followed by coffee and conversation

2:00 pm Blessing of the Animals

Monday, October 7

5:30 pm Family Music Time (online only)

7:00 pm Global Ministry Committee meeting

7:00 pm Vicar Committee meeting

7:00 pm Monday Night WAVE (N.A.)

Tuesday, October 8

Noon Bible Study

Cantor Call
Committee Update

The Call Committee met for
the first time on Thursday,
Sept. 19. The committee
elected Kat Campbell Johnson
as the chair, and Peggy Hoeft
as the secretary.

The next meeting of the
committee is tomorrow,
October 3. Regular updates of
the work of the committee will
be shared in The Olive Branch.

Here are the members of the
committee:

o Kat Campbell Johnson

e Larry Duncan

e Bob Farlee

e Pegqy Hoeft

o Gene Janssen

e Bekah Schulz

o Tricia Van Ee

e Cynthia Prosek, ex-officio
e Pastor Crippen, ex-officio
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As in Rome . . . —'Thursday-Friday Bible Study Continues

Paul’s letter to the Romans has deep richness and gift for us, and Pr. Crippen is spending the first
six-week Bible study of the year looking at this letter - flesh and spirit, Torah and Gospel, life in
Christ. But what Paul lays out for the Roman believers is intertwined with his vision - given him by
Christ - of the body of Christ lived in this world, a multi-cultural, diverse community joined by the
love of God in Christ. So we'll also get to Galatia, Corinth, Philippi, and elsewhere in this
conversation.

As in the past couple years, the class is offered twice, Thursday evening and Friday noon, to reach as
many schedule opportunities as possible. The study began on Sept. 12/13, and will end on Oct.
17/18. Thursday night will meet from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m., and there will be the usual light supper
to begin. Fridays will meet at noon, the same session as the night before, and you're welcome to
bring a lunch along for the conversation.

Both Thursday and Friday will also be available on Zoom at this link.

All are welcome to this study opportunity!

September Neighborhood Ministry Partner of the Month
Central Lutheran Restoration Center

The Restoration Center at Central Lutheran provides a drop-in center for people in and around
downtown Minneapolis experiencing homelessness and poverty. The Restoration Center provides
emergency rental assistance, meals, free-use computers, and a place for people to gather for
community and support. Their Free Store provides clothing and household goods in a store-like
environment and a partnership with Augsburg University provides free, low barrier health care

to all.

Mount Olive has chosen to support each of our Partners of the Month through a yearly contribution
from our budget, and often, we also volunteer in support of their work.

On top of those financial and labor contributions, we encourage any member who wishes to donate
over and above our budgeted amount to those partners doing work in their areas of passion and
concern. You can do this using your offering envelopes or our online giving system. All additional
contributions to our partner of the month will be distributed to the partner for the month in which
the contribution is received.

For more information about the work of the Central Lutheran Restoration Center please visit their
website at www.centralmpls.org/community / restorationcenter .
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https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82822220355?pwd=eHdtWlFBZnFvR3puTzIxRENiTGRuUT09
http://www.centralmpls.org/community/restorationcenter
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Upcoming Adult Forums
October 6 - Youth Music and Godly Play
October 13 - Conversation with artist He Qi

]
Oktoberfest — October 27

Cue the polka music and bring on the brats, beer, and
sauerkraut! Our 3rd annual Oktoberfest meal will be held
in conjunction with the semi-annual Congregation
Meeting on Sunday, October 27.  We need volunteers for |
set-up, clean-up, and bringing German Potato Salad
and/or dessert. (A recipe for the potato salad can be
provided if you need one!).

Click HERE to sign up. If you don’t have internet
access, call the church office to sign up.

Thanks!

Summer Trip to Europe!

Every five years the country of Estonia bursts into song and celebrates the laulupidu, the Estonian Song
Festival. You may have heard of it if you've seen the film “The Singing Revolution” (check it out!) 130,000
people singing together.

Former Mount Olive Cantor Mark Sedio and his husband, Jeff Sartain, have led three trips to this world
cultural heritage gem. Each time, prior to heading to Estonia, they've put together a tour exploring rarely
visited places in Europe. Next summer's trip takes the group to Poland with visits to Warsaw, Krakow,
Zakopane and side trips either to the Wieliczka Salt Mines or Auschwitz concentration camp memorial.
Cantor Sedio has traveled extensively in both Estonia and Poland. Note this is not a choir singing tour.
The group does learn a few of the songs that end the song festival (all Estonians know them - in four
parts!). Tour highlights and itinerary are available at the links below.

If you have any questions or are interested, contact Mark at marksedio@me.com. Sign up has begun.
Spaces are limited.

Link to brochure
Link to Registration form
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https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090E4AA9A828A2F94-51745173-oktoberfest#/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4njksFKyycY
https://files.constantcontact.com/75414de0501/db0465e9-eebb-48bd-8309-a5a5936d4c46.pdf
https://web.cvent.com/event/12537851-6856-441a-818f-e916f7f417e5/summary?RefId=FBG147PolEstWEBREG

He Qi Exhibit

The Art of He Qi exhibit will be on display at
Mount Olive for two months beginning the
end of September through Thanksgiving,

plus the artist will be in residence at Mount
Olive the weekend of October 12/13.

On Saturday October 12, we will host a
special gallery opening from noon until 4:00
p-m. when we can come to the exhibit and
meet He Qi in person. Please invite your
friends from other churches and especially
high school and college art students to come
meet a famous working Christian artist.

What is not on the poster is the special
opportunity Mount Olive members will have
to personally interact with the artist on
Sunday morning, October 13. He Qi will be
speaking during the adult forum that
Sunday at 9:30 a.m., plus he will be available
for us to informally chat with him during the
coffee hour following the 10:45 a.m. liturgy.
The highlight of He Qi’s visit will be the
Sunday afternoon hymn festival, “Hymns at
an Exhibition,” lead by He Qi and organist
Aaron David Miller. Several artworks will be
featured at the hymn festival with
commentary by the artist, followed by
hymns and improvisations led by Aaron
David Miller. A reception will follow the
hymn festival.

This promises to be a unique and meaningful
event and we hope you will join us and
invite your friends and family.

Mount Olive Music & Fine Arts presents

The ART of HE QI

an exhibition
SEPTEMBER 29—NOVEMBER 28, 2024

ARTIST HE QI IN RESIDENCE OCTOBER 12/13, 2024
Saturday, October 12:
o 12:00-4:00 p.m.: Special Gallery Hours / Q&A with He Qi
Sunday, October 13:
« 3:00 p.m.: Meet & Greet with He Qi
* 4:00 p.m.: Hymns at an Exhibition, a hymn festival of art and music
co-led by He Qi and organist Aaron David Miller.
Reception to follow.

MOUNT OLIVE LUTHERAN CHURCH
3045 CHICAGO AVE. S., MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55407
WWW.MOUNTOLIVECHURCH.ORG

Blessing the Animals
Sunday, October 6, 2024

2:00 p.m.

Bring your pets to this annual
service of blessing!
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Mount Olive Lutheran Church
3045 Chicago Avenue
Minneapolis, MN 55407

A congregation of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America

Sunday Eucharist: 8:00 & 10:45 am

Contact Us

Phone: 612/827-5919

On the Web: mountolivechurch.org

Staff

Pastor - Joseph Crippen

Interim Organist - Robert Farlee

Interim Choir Director - Andrew Stoebig

Vicar - Natalie Wussler

Administrative Assistant - Cha Posz

Coordinator of Neighborhood Ministry -
Jim Bargmann

Mount Olive is a Reconciling in Christ
congregation.

In This Issue:

e Accent on Worship — Andrew Stoebig

e Sunday’s Adult Forum: Godly Play & Children’s Music
¢ Romans Bible Study Continues

e Hurricane Helene Relief: Donations Urgently Needed

e Neighborhood Ministries Partner of the Month:
Central Lutheran Restoration Center

e Fall Art Exhibit: The Art of He Qi

e Oktoberfest to be Held October 27, following
Congregation Meeting
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