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The Olive Branch  

October 23, 2024 

 

October 27, 2024 
23rd Sunday after 

Pentecost, Lect. 30 B 
Reformation Sunday 

Jeremiah 31:7-9 
Psalm 126 

Hebrews 7:23-28 
Mark 10:46-52    

____________________________________________ 
 

November 3, 2024 
All Saints Sunday 

Isaiah 25:6-9 
Psalm 24 

Revelation 21:1-6a 
John 11:32-44 

  
 
 
 
 
  

Accent on Worship 
Jim Bargmann 

Sunday Readings 

The language of Psalm 126 consistently and 
repeatedly brings me joy.  I so love these words - 
their meaning, the rhythm, the images evoked. 
 

Scholars are pretty consistent in their agreement 
that this Psalm was written in response to the 
Israelites’ return from exile in Babylon, a 
narrative powerfully told in the books of Ezra and 
Nehemiah and recounted in part in multiple other 
places in Scripture.  Their joy at their 
homecoming likened to a dream; they couldn’t help but laugh and 
shout in joy - and that joy was so great that even other nations  
took note. 
 

God’s actions in bringing the people back to their homeland were 
indeed great - I really would encourage you to read Ezra and 
Nehemiah - and the Psalmist and the community singing this Psalm 
state as much in verse 3.   
 

But then there is a curious shift in language.  The Psalmist leads the 
people to prayer - not in continued thanks for past actions, but for 
the future.  But rather than prayer for more spectacular action, the 
prayer is simply for a restoration to a good and simple life.  The 
Negeb referenced in verse 4 is a desert river that floods seasonally, 
wetting otherwise dry land and making the growing of food 
possible.  In past Accents, I have made reference to the year I lived 
in southwest Arizona while serving my internship.  I have 
witnessed this yearly cycle firsthand, seeing otherwise tiny streams 
swell with seasonal rains and watering fields upon fields of lettuce 
and other crops that otherwise would have no chance in such a 
desert climate.  And the prayer here is similar - for those going out 
with seed to return not in tears but with an abundant harvest. 
 

I think it is in this dichotomy that I find so much beauty in this 
Psalm.  There is explicit praise for God’s great actions alongside a 
prayer for the more mundane provision needed for daily life. And I 
think the converse is also true - although not as explicit - a prayer 
for God to take great action - trusting the reality that those prayers 
have been answered in the past - and a prayer of praise for the daily 
provision already provided, even in the most difficult of times. 

In the presence  
of  God. 

Being the presence 
of God. 
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The Olive Branch 

 

Tuesday Noon Bible 
Study Link 
 

The Tuesday Noon Bible Study 
is meeting in person, in the East 
Assembly Room. For those who 
are unable to come in person, we 
will continue to hold the 
meeting over Zoom as well.   
 

The link for the Tuesday noon 
Bible study will be the same 
every week.  To join from your 
computer, tablet, or smartphone, 
click here. 
 

 

Book Discussion  

The choice for November 9 book 
club discussion is The Ski 
Jumpers: A Novel by Minnesotan 
Peter Geye. For the December 14 
gathering the selection is The 
Secret Chord by Geraldine Books, 
an author the group seems to 
return to almost as much as it 
does books by Louise Erdirch.  
Everyone is invited to join 
whenever you are able, at 10 
a.m. in the library, usually on 
the second Saturday of the 
month. The group has been 
using Zoom to provide remote 
access to the sessions. If you 
would like to participate in the 
group, you can either attend the 
monthly sessions which meet at 
the church in person or join 
remotely via Zoom. To join from 
your computer, tablet, or smart 
phone, click here. 
 
 
 

Godly Play News 
 

Special note this week: This week  
we remember the life of the founder  
of Godly Play, Jerome Berryman. He  
died in August, and his memorial  
service was on Monday (10/20) in Denver. Here is a bit from 
his obituary to help you catch his spirit: “It was at Princeton 
that the seeds of Godly Play were planted. As Jerome sat in a 
Christian education course, he became deeply disturbed about 
the way children were viewed. He began to ask many 
questions, disrupting the class so much that he was eventually 
thrown out of the course! Instead, he did an independent study 
with the professor, during which a vision for the Godly Play 
method was born. When he encountered Montessori education 
for the first time, he knew he had found a way.” We are 
thankful for his work and love. 
 

Stories for New Week:  Circle 1 will hear how the people 
worshipped in the desert as they hear about The Ark and The 
Tent. Circle 2 will celebrate Reformation Sunday, hearing about 
Martin Luther. All children ages 3-kindergarten are welcome to 
Circle One, and children in grades 1-5 are welcome to  
Circle Two.  
 
 

Accent on Worship, continued from page 1 
 

As I listen to many of you and others in our community, there 
is a great deal of anxiety around personal finance and the 
collective economy, concern about the upcoming election, 
apprehension brought about by very real divisions in our 
society and personal relationships, and so much more.  In these 
times, personally, I find comfort in the words of Psalm 126.  It 
is a prayer we can pray not only in its historical context, but in 
the here-and-now.  We can join in praise for God’s past actions 
in our congregation, our community, and beyond at the same 
time as we pray for God’s future action in our lives, our 
neighborhoods, our country, and our world. 
 
- Jim Bargmann 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89691547624?pwd=UTdiRDBTR08yMjF1YjhQWHdldnpQQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89691547624?pwd=UTdiRDBTR08yMjF1YjhQWHdldnpQQT09#success
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89691547624?pwd=UTdiRDBTR08yMjF1YjhQWHdldnpQQT09#success
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The Olive Branch 

Calendar 
Wednesday, October 23 
10:00 am  Staff meeting 
5:30 pm  Children’s Choir Supper 
6:00 pm  Children’s Choir rehearsals 
7:00 pm  Cantorei rehearsal 
7:00 pm  Y2/Y3 Confirmation 
Thursday, October 24 
5-9 pm  RJCA Healing Village 
7:30 pm  Cantor Call Committee meeting 
7:00 pm  Narcotics Anonymous 
Friday, October 25 
7:00 pm  Recovery Group 
Saturday, October 26  
9:00 am  Gardening Day (every Saturday through Oct.) 
3:30 pm  Christy / McPherson wedding 
Sunday, October 27 – Reformation Sunday 
8:00 am  Holy Eucharist, followed by coffee and conversation 
9:30 am  Godly Play / Adult Forum   
9:45 am  Family Music Time In-person Gathering 
10:45 am  Holy Eucharist, followed by coffee and conversation 
Noon  Congregation Meeting, with Oktoberfest 
Monday, October 28 
Noon  Bible Study 
  NO Family Music Time this evening 
7:00 pm  Worship Committee meeting 
7:00 pm  Monday Night WAVE (N.A.) 
Tuesday, October 29 
Noon  Bible Study 
6:00 pm  Education Committee meeting 
 

 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Semi-Annual 
Congregation 
Meeting 
 

The semi-annual meeting of 
Mount Olive congregation 
will be held this Sunday, 
October 27, following the 
second liturgy. 
 

The primary purpose of this 
meeting is to approve a 
budget for 2025. 
 

All voting members are 
encouraged to attend – and 
enjoy Oktoberfest during the 
meeting! 
 
 

You’re Invited! 
 

Former vicar Jessica Christy 
and her fiancée, Richard 
McPherson, cordially invite 
all from Mount Olive to 
attend their wedding this 
Saturday, October 26, at 3:30 
pm, at Mount Olive. 
 

Jessica was Mount Olive’s 
vicar in 2017-2018. 
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Mount Olive Family Music Together in Person! 
 

Children from birth to 35 months with a caregiver(s) are invited to an in-person session of Family 
Music this Sunday, October 27, at 9:45 a.m. in Godly Play 3, on the lower level.   
 

Sing, pray, dance, and play as we interact with other families.  Mari will provide any instruments 
and props needed. Even if your family has not joined us for a Monday Zoom session, you are 
welcome to the Sunday session.   
 

Please join us as we continue to explore God, My Family, and Me through music and movement. 
Questions can be directed to Mari Espeland at mari.mt.olive@gmail.com. 
 
 

October Neighborhood Ministry Partner of the Month     
Central Lutheran Restoration Center 

  

The Restoration Center at Central Lutheran provides a drop-in center for people in and around 
downtown Minneapolis experiencing homelessness and poverty.  The Restoration Center provides 
emergency rental assistance, meals, free-use computers, and a place for people to gather for 
community and support.  Their Free Store provides clothing and household goods in a store-like 
environment and a partnership with Augsburg University provides free, low barrier health care  
to all. 
 

Mount Olive has chosen to support each of our Partners of the Month through a yearly contribution 
from our budget, and often, we also volunteer in support of their work. 
 

On top of those financial and labor contributions, we encourage any member who wishes to donate 
over and above our budgeted amount to those partners doing work in their areas of passion and 
concern. You can do this using your offering envelopes or our online giving system. All additional 
contributions to our partner of the month will be distributed to the partner for the month in which 
the contribution is received. 
 

For more information about the work of the Central Lutheran Restoration Center please visit their 
website at www.centralmpls.org/community/restorationcenter . 
 
 

National Lutheran Choir All Saints Concert – Healing: Our Legacy  
 

Join the National Lutheran Choir for this meaningful program that honors loved ones lost, celebrates 
the newly born, and explores the intersection of faith, music, and the legacy we leave for generations 
to come.  
 

Concerts will be held November 2, at 7:30 pm, in Shoreview and November 3, at 4:00 pm, in Edina.  
 

For tickets and more information, visit NLCA.com 

mailto:mari.mt.olive@gmail.com
http://www.centralmpls.org/community/restorationcenter
https://d.docs.live.net/38dfca36051c76df/Documents/olive%20branch/NLCA.com
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October 27 Adult Forum 
 

Catch an update on climate justice action in Minnesota at the October 27 Adult Forum. The Global 
Ministries committee is hosting Julia Nerbonne, Executive Director at Minnesota Interfaith Power and 
Light. She will update us on advocacy efforts and opportunities we can take to care for the earth.  
Also, Cooperative Energy Futures will share updates on the community solar garden being installed on 
the rooftop of Abbott Northwestern hospital. MNIPL and some Mount Olive members have been  
involved in making this possible for our neighborhood. You will have the opportunity to learn how to 
subscribe to this source of energy for your home. Come, listen and learn how you can make a difference.  
 

 
Welcome Back Jose! 
 

Jose Morocho will be rejoining the Mount Olive staff in his Sexton role on November 4. In that role he  
will be doing the cleaning, maintenance, and sidewalk/steps snow removal around the church and  
parking lots as he did previously. 
 

His normal work week will average 32 hours per week except for heavy snow events, busy holiday  
weeks, and some deep cleaning this next month to bring the building back to his standards. 
 

The Property Committee is more than thrilled to have him back on the team! 
 

 
 

Disaster Response:  
Hurricanes Helene and Milton 
 

The need is great for those affected by these devastating hurricanes. Your Global Ministry Committee has 
approved a $2000 donation from the Global Ministry undesignated offerings for the relief effort. 
 

We encourage you to pray, and if you can, give a donation to ELCA Disaster Relief. If you prefer, you may 
give through Mount Olive by clearly designating your gift for “Hurricane Relief.” Please note: gifts 
received by the church will be sent all at once, so using the ELCA link will get your gift to its destination 
much faster. Thanks for whatever you can do to help. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Upcoming Adult Forums 
 

October 27 – a presentation on Climate Justice, by Julia Nerbonne, Executive Director at Minnesota 
Interfaith Power and Light (see below). 
November 3 & 10 – “Jesus Saves – But How?” a 2-part presentation by Mount Olive member Prof. 
George Heider. 
 

The Olive Branch 

https://give.elca.org/page/68904/donate/1?utm_medium=email&utm_source=engagingnetworks&utm_campaign=utm_campaign&utm_content=093024+LDR+Hurricane+Helene+e-Alert++1213897425&ea.url.id=2906897
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Bright Stars of Bethlehem Update 
 

Lisa Ruff, Pastor Crippen, and George and Carolyn Heider were able to attend the Faith 
Leaders lunch with Mitri Raheb, the head of Bright Stars of Bethlehem, when he was in town 
for the Bright Stars Gala last month. They report that the meeting was powerful and 
informative as Mitri shared both tragedy and hope that Palestinians face.  
 

Your Global Ministry Committee designated $2,000 from its emergency fund for Brights Stars, 
and we continue to welcome your gifts and support, either directly to Bright Stars, or through 
your designated Mount Olive gifts. 
 
 

 

Youth Education Hour Planning Meeting 
 

We would like to gather older-than-Godly-Play-aged youth, parents, and any adults with an 
interest in either leading group discussions with youth or serving youth in some other way 
(such as coordinating service projects). We plan to meet Sunday November 3, at 9:30 am 
in/around the youth space area in the Undercroft. If you are interested but unable to attend, 
please email Erica at youthfamily@mountolivechurch.org.  
 
 

 

The Olive Branch 

Names of the Departed Saints Invited 

As a part of our All Saints liturgy on Sunday, November 3, worshippers are invited 
to submit the names of loved ones close to them who have died in the past year, 
since last All Saints Sunday, who weren’t members of Mount Olive (members of the 
parish who have died are always named). 
 

For those who attend worship in the coming weeks, a book is located at the entrance 
to the nave where you can write these names. You may also contact the church office 
with the names.  These other names submitted will be included in the prayers of 
intercession.   
 

Please keep this to just those who have died this past year, so we can have a more 
manageable list. 

mailto:youthfamily@mountolivechurch.org
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The Olive Branch 

Congregational Life Updates 

Oktoberfest returns after the semi-annual Congregation Meeting on October 27. We need help 
with a variety of tasks, including set-up and clean-up, kitchen help, and food donations (bars and 
German potato salad). Sign up to help here. 
 
The second annual Lefse-making party is scheduled for Saturday, November 16. Please sign up 
here, or call Marsha Johnson at (763) 843-7024 if you don’t have access to email. There is no cost, 
but there is a limit of 15 participants. 
 
On Election Day (November 5), the church will be open throughout the day for prayer and 
reflection. From 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m., you can gather with your Mount Olive family for a simple 
soup and sandwich supper. Please indicate your interest in eating together. Call or email the 
church office, or use the sign up HERE. Signing up isn’t a solid commitment, but helps us plan for 
an approximate number. 
 
Let us know if you’re interested: Join your church friends on Sunday, December 15, at 2 p.m. for 
a festive holiday concert featuring Mount Olive friend Charles Lazarus and the Minnesota 
Orchestra. It would help with planning for this event if you would indicate your interest at this 
link, or by calling the church office. THIS DOES NOT COMMIT YOU TO ATTENDING, but 
merely indicates interest. Tickets cost $62 each, but remember that Pr. Crippen can provide 
confidential financial assistance if needed.   
 
 
 

 

Mental Health and the Bible: A Six-Week Study 
 

What does the Bible say about our mental health and mental wellbeing? How does God interact 
with various people as they go through challenges in their minds and their hearts?  
 

During this 6-week study we will take a closer look at the Hebrew Scriptures and the New 
Testament to uncover God’s love and care for those struggling with their mental wellbeing. We’ll 
discuss ways the Bible has been used in conversations about mental health and discover ways 
God shows up in our own journeys with our mental wellbeing.  
 

Vicar Natalie Wussler leads this study which meets Mondays at noon and Thursdays at 6:00, 
beginning on October 28. 
 
 

https://tinyurl.com/mtjkabdb
https://tinyurl.com/yckdyvyk
https://tinyurl.com/yckdyvyk
https://tinyurl.com/2vr7auz8
https://tinyurl.com/2vr7auz8
https://tinyurl.com/yrfsse2d
https://tinyurl.com/yrfsse2d
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Mount Olive Lutheran Church 
3045 Chicago Avenue   
Minneapolis, MN  55407 

A congregation of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America 

Sunday Eucharist:  8:00 & 10:45 am 
 

Contact Us 
Phone: 612/827-5919 
On the Web: mountolivechurch.org 

Staff 
Pastor – Joseph Crippen 
Interim Organist – Robert Farlee 
Interim Choir Director – Andrew Stoebig 
Vicar – Natalie Wussler 
Administrative Assistant – Cha Posz 
Coordinator of Neighborhood Ministry – 

Jim Bargmann 
 

Mount Olive is a Reconciling in Christ 
congregation. 
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• Accent on Worship – Jim Bargmann 

• Semi-Annual Congregation meeting and Oktoberfest: 
This Sunday, October 27, Noon       

• Hurricane Helene Relief: Donations Urgently Needed 

• Neighborhood Ministries Partner of the Month:  
      Central Lutheran Restoration Center 

• Welcome back, Jose! 

• Congregational Life Events 

• “Mental Health and the Bible” Study Begins Oct. 28. 
 


