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November 13, 2024

Accent on Worship
Vicar Natalie Wussler

On the first day of Clinical Pastoral Education,
my supervisor read us two poems. The first,
Emily Dickinson’s “Hope Is A Thing with
Feathers.” Hope, to Dickinson, is transformative,
ever-present, and never asks for anything in
return. The other, Caitlin Seida’s “Hope Is Not A
Bird, Emily, It's A Sewer Rat” (if you go on to
read it, be warned, there is profanity). This hope
is rugged, gritty, but shows up to the table day in
and day out. During my stint at Hennepin
Healthcare, these poems informed how I approached my patients.
Some needed the birdsong of optimism in Dickinson and some needed
the realness and harshness of Seida’s. We need both, at different times.
Admittedly, the sewer rat hope has been capturing my heart since last
Tuesday night. It's a hope that doesn’t give up when it hurts. It carries
on, even if it’s seen the ways this world can be ugly.

It’s the kind of hope, I believe, the writers of Daniel and Mark are
employing in our readings this week. Both write reflecting on a time
when the Temple in Jerusalem was destroyed. In Daniel, the
Babylonians toppled the Temple and carried the Hebrew people into
captivity. In Mark, it was the Romans who destroyed the rebuilt
Temple. The writers and readers of these texts saw the evil underbelly
of society, and, yet, they hoped. They witnessed their place of
worship-God’s home on earth-crumbling down, and they had the
gritty hope to believe that God was still with them. Even in the midst
of the destruction and desolation, faithful people still professed the
saving work of God, a God who does not abandon God’s people, but is
radically present in our hardest moments. This hope spurred the early
church to persist and resist against all odds. Its the kind of hope I
want.

If you're like me, you are looking toward these next four years with
fear and trepidation, but also, with a hope that may have been bruised,
but is not broken. Perhaps one of these days, my hope will be a bird
that soars and perches in my soul. But for now, my hope is rugged,
with patchy fur, dwelling in the depths, believing that I worship a God
who meets me there and sustains me so I can get to doing the work. If
your hope is gritty, too, you are not alone.

November 17, 2024
26 Sunday after
Pentecost, Lect. 33 B
Daniel 12:1-3
Psalm 16
Hebrews 10:11-25
Mark 13:1-8

November 24, 2024
Reign of Christ, B
Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14
Psalm 93
Revelation 1:4b-8
John 18:33-37

In the presence

of God.

Being the presence
of God.
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Adult Forums Through November

November 17 - Mount Olive’s longest running mission
partner is Bethania Kids in India. This effort started in 1987
with one compassionate Indian woman in Kodaikanal and
with the help of two missionary families, has grown from
providing a home for 9 needy children to serving nearly
1,000 children and families today. In 2019 a group of
Mount Olive members traveled to India to witness first
hand the amazing work happening there.

This Sunday, Nov. 17, the Adult Forum will give us the
opportunity to learn of the work going on there today with
a presentation by Kate Teece, former President of the
Bethania Kids board, and daughter of one of those
missionary families who grew up at Mount Olive.

November 24 - Update from the Mount Olive Foundation.

Weekly Youth Conversation

We are planning to have a weekly discussion time for
youth who are in middle and high school with 1-2 adults
helping to facilitate conversation each week. We will be
meeting in the youth space just off the Undercroft on
Sundays at 9:30, on the same weeks that Godly Play meets.

Feel free to email yvouthfamily@mountolivechurch.org with
any questions.

Lefse!

The second annual Lefse-making party is scheduled for this
Saturday, November 16. Please sign up here, or call Marsha
Johnson at (763) 843-7024 if you don’t have access to email.
There is no cost, but there is a limit of 15 participants.

Tuesday Noon Bible
Study Link

The Tuesday Noon Bible Study is
meeting in person, in the East
Assembly Room. For those who
are unable to come in person, we
will continue to hold the meeting
over Zoom as well.

The link for the Tuesday noon
Bible study will be the same every
week. To join from your
computer, tablet, or smartphone,
click here.

Book Discussion

The choice for November 9 book
club discussion is The Ski Jumpers:
A Novel by Minnesotan Peter
Geye. For the December 14
gathering the selection is The Secret
Chord by Geraldine Books, an
author the group seems to return
to almost as much as it does books
by Louise Erdirch.

Everyone is invited to join
whenever you are able, at 10 a.m.
in the library, usually on the
second Saturday of the month. The
group has been using Zoom to
provide remote access to the
sessions. If you would like to
participate in the group, you can
either attend the monthly sessions
which meet at the church in
person or join remotely via Zoom.
To join from your computer,
tablet, or smart phone, click here.
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Calendar

Wednesday, November 13

10:00 am Staff meeting

5:30 pm Library Committee meeting
5:30 pm Children’s Choir Supper

6:00 pm Children’s Choir rehearsals

7:00 pm Cantorei rehearsal / Y2/Y3 Confirmation
Thursday, November 14

Noon ALIGN volunteer luncheon
6:00 pm Bible Study

6:30 pm Cantor Call Committee meeting
7:00 pm Narcotics Anonymous

Friday, November 15

9:30 am Funeral Visitation: Julia Adams
10:30 am Funeral Eucharist
7:00 pm Recovery Group

Saturday, November 16

9:00 am Lefse-making event

3:00 pm Early Music Minnesota Concert
Sunday, November 17 - 26" Sunday after Pentecost

8:00 am Holy Eucharist, followed by coffee and
conversation

9:30 am Godly Play / Adult Forum / Youth Conversation

10:45 am Holy Eucharist, followed by coffee and
conversation

Monday, November 18

Noon Bible Study

5:30 pm Family Music Time (online only)

7:00 pm Monday Night WAVE (N.A.)

Tuesday, November 19

Noon Bible Study
6:00 pm Neighborhood Ministries Committee meeting
6:00 pm Feminine Divine study group

Attention Worship
Assistants!

The Mount Olive Servant
Schedule for 2025 Quarter 1
(January - March) will be
published in December. Please
send any scheduling preferences
or dates you will be unavailable
to me by Friday, November 22.
Please let me know any
questions you have. Thank you.

- Greg Murphy
ecregeRmurphy@gmail.com

Thanksgiving Day
Eucharist

Thursday, November 28
10:00 a.m.

All are welcome.

Chancel Dusting and
Polishing Day

The Altar Guild is hosting a
chancel-cleaning event on
Saturday, November 30,
beginning at 9:00 a.m. until
about noon. Come when you
can; stay for as long as you like.

Questions? Contact Beth Gaede
(bgaedel3@gmail.com).
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Early Music Minnesota’s First Concert of the Season
This Saturday, November 16, 3:00 p.m.

Harpsichordist Edward Parmentier presents “Music for the Royal Courts,” with selections by
Couperin, Byrd, Froberger, and D’ Anglebert.

Tickets are available for FREE to the Mount Olive community, either in the church office, or from Art
Halbardier (who will be at the concert). If you can’t get a paper ticket, just tell them you are a
member of Mount Olive.

Mental Health and the Bible: A Six-Week Study

What does the Bible say about our mental health and mental wellbeing? How does God interact with
various people as they go through challenges in their minds and their hearts?

During this 6-week study we will take a closer look at the Hebrew Scriptures and the New Testament
to uncover God'’s love and care for those struggling with their mental wellbeing. We’ll discuss ways
the Bible has been used in conversations about mental health and discover ways God shows up in
our own journeys with our mental wellbeing.

Vicar Natalie Wussler leads this study which meets Mondays at noon and Thursdays at 6:00. Join in
person in the library or virtually using this link.

Humanitarian Crisis in South Sudan

The humanitarian situation in South Sudan is dire with nearly SuDAN
70 percent of the population in need of humanitarian o
assistance. More than 6 million people are facing crisis-level cornn SRR oo

. . . AFRICAN SUDAN
food insecurity due to the cumulative effects of more than a T "JusA

decade of violent conflict which has also destroyed oewosmarc ke
livelihoods. The country is among the worst globally on key T

health performance indicators. Devastating flooding, political

instability and COVID-19 have exacerbated the crises, threatening lives and preventing access to basic

services.

Your Global Ministry Committee has approved a $2000 donation to Lutheran World Relief from the Global
Ministry undesignated offerings for the relief effort. If you would like to make a personal donation, you
can give through this link or give via check through Mount Olive by designating your gift for “Sudan
relief”.
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November Neighborhood Ministry Partner of the Month

Restorative Justice Community Action

Restorative Justice Community Action (RJCA) provides a community-based alternative to criminal
prosecution with the mission of fostering individual growth while strengthening communities
through restorative justice practices. With a restorative and race equity lens, RJCA leverages the
voice of community to transform the criminal legal system, public safety, and eliminate racial
disparities. The indigenous roots of restorative justice focus on transformation of people,
relationships, and community. In honoring these roots, RJCA humanizes conflict and supports
community in finding shared solutions.

Mount Olive has chosen to support each of our Partners of the Month though a yearly
contribution from our budget, but on top of that, we encourage any member who wishes to
contribute over and above our budgeted amount to those partners doing work in their areas of
passion and concern. You can do this using your offering envelopes or our online giving system.
All additional contributions to our partner of the month will be distributed to the partner for the
month in which the contribution is received.

For more information about Restorative Justice Community Action, please visit their website at
www.rjca-inc.org or contact Cynthia Prosek, RJCA Executive Director and Mount Olive Member.

The Joy of Mary and the Season

Mari Espeland, who directs the youngest of
Mount Olive’s children’s choirs, sings in the
local community treble choir, Bella Lumina.

Mari would like to invite all to Bella Lumina's v L l I I I l 1 I I a
upcoming concert, “The Joy of Mary and the

Season” on December 6, at 7:30 pm, and spreading light, hope & joy
December 7, at 3:30 pm at Gethsemane through song
Lutheran Church in Hopkins.

John Rutter's Dancing Day song cycle accompanied by harp will be featured. Music for the Advent
and Christmas seasons for treble voices, some pieces accompanied by violin or handbells, will also
be included. Tickets can be purchased at the door. All are welcome.

For more information about Bella Lumina, visit bellaluminachoir.org/
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Take the First Step in Becoming a Climate and Faith Leader

The Global Ministry Committee would like to invite you to join this FREE training on Climate
Justice.

Do you want to do something about climate change but don’t know where to start? Would you
like to connect with like-minded Christians around the U.S.? Do you want to deepen your
understanding of how your faith intersects with environmental stewardship and church
leadership? This training is for you!

Register Today

Virtual Training Overview

Date: November 16, 2024

Time: 11:30 am - 3:30 pm ET | 8:30 am - 12:30 pm PT
Open to ALL Christians and Spiritual People
Register Now to receive your unique login link

Topics Covered
Climate Basics, Climate Impacts & Our Faith, Climate Solutions & Benefits, Communicating on
Climate, Engaging on Climate

After the training, you're invited to become part of the Blessed Tomorrow Climate Ambassador
Community which provides ongoing support, resources, events, and a vast community of Climate
Ambassadors from across the U.S.

A Special Way to Contribute to Mount Olive

If you would like to avoid the tax on your required minimum distribution (RMD) from either your
401K or IRA, you may make a Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) of your RMD directly to
Mount Olive or the Mount Olive Foundation and thereby not have your RMD included in your
taxable income.

This is a wonderful way to give to Mount Olive and save yourself the taxes. The most important
thing in making a QCD is that you may not directly receive the RMD. The RMD must be sent
directly from your IRA or 401K account by your account custodian to Mount Olive.

For further details or assistance call your financial advisor or contact Mount Olive members, Mark
Farnan at 608-807-1100 or Keith Bartz at 612-968-8055.
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Mount Olive Lutheran Church
3045 Chicago Avenue
Minneapolis, MN 55407

A congregation of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America

Sunday Eucharist: 8:00 & 10:45 am

Contact Us

Phone: 612/827-5919

On the Web: mountolivechurch.org

Staff

Pastor - Joseph Crippen

Interim Organist - Robert Farlee

Interim Choir Director - Andrew Stoebig

Vicar - Natalie Wussler

Administrative Assistant - Cha Posz

Coordinator of Neighborhood Ministry -
Jim Bargmann

Sexton - Jose Morocho

Mount Olive is a Reconciling in Christ

congregation.

In This Issue:

e Accent on Worship — Vicar Natalie Wussler

e Godly Play themes for this coming Sunday

e Sunday’s Adult Forum: Bethania Kids

e “Mental Health and the Bible” Study continues
e Humanitarian Crisis in South Sudan

¢ Thanksgiving Day Eucharist, 10 a.m.
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