Sunday Readings

December 22, 2024
Fourth Sunday in Advent,
year C
Micah 5:2-5a
Psalmody: Luke 1:46b-55
Hebrews 10:5-10
Luke 1:39-55

December 29, 2024
First Sunday of Christmas,
year C
1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26
Psalm 148
Colossians 3:12-17
Luke 2:41-52

In the
presence of God.

Being the
presence of God.

T he
Olive Branch

December 18,2024

Accent on Worship
Andrew Stoebig

On Birches and Birds

This Advent as in other Advents, birch branches empty save for a few
lone birds adorn our nave. As the eagle-eyed notice, one bird is added
each Sunday to mark the passage of time through the season in
anticipation of the Nativity of Our Lord -- an ornithological Advent
calendar. Juniper and eucalyptus swags further adorn our doors
(some of them, at least— that wind is wicked!).

Unlike other liturgical objects, these branches and birds and swags
have no specific symbolism to them. They serve our sacramental life
as markers of the season, enhancing our interior environment by
drawing our hearts and minds into deeper relationship with all of
God'’s creation. The starkness of the bare, white birch may inspire a
hidden anticipation for the rich, green pine soon to be a feast for eye
and nose. And they may speak of winter - winter of sin, winter of life,
winter of waiting.

Without any specific symbolism embedded within them, these forest
friends invite us to reflect on how God speaks to us through them and
through all things. What do the birches and birds kindle in you? Do
they speak of joyful expectation or bleak loneliness? Do they draw
your mind’s eye to picturesque winter landscapes or the ravages of
climate change on northern climes? Does your relationship with the
Triune God seem more bare and white or rich and green this season?
Do four calling birds sing of impending doom or of God’s radical
grace?

Each of us has the grace and life experience to make symbolic
meaning out of all that comes across our path. As the last days of
Advent pass by (and if you haven’t noticed yet, there’s an assigned
verse of “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” to sing each day from now
until Christmas - try it!), allow your imagination to engage with what
God puts in your way. Birches and birds might just be the beginning
of an ornitheological moment.
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Christmas and Epiphany Worship at Mount Olive

Christmas Eve: Tuesday, December 24, 2024
Christmas Eve Eucharist at 4:00 p.m.
Choral Prelude at 9:30 p.m.
Christmas Eve Eucharist at 10:00 p.m.

Christmas Day: Wednesday, December 25, 2024
Festival Eucharist at 10:00 a.m.

First Sunday of Christmas, December 29, 2024
Holy Eucharist at 8:00 & 10:45 a.m.

The Name of Jesus: Wednesday, January I, 2025
Holy Eucharist at 10:00 a.m.

The Epiphany of Our Lord: Monday, January 6, 2025
Holy Eucharist at 7:00 p.m.

The Baptism of Our Lord: Sunday, January 12, 2025
Holy Eucharist at 8:00 & 10:45 a.m.

Gift Baskets for Simpson Housing Residents — Packing This Sunday!

We have the opportunity to work with our partner organization Simpson Housing to prepare gift
baskets for families moving from shelter into a new home. Often, these families only have some
clothing and a few items from their previous home. When they move to a new home they need some
basic items to get settled - and these baskets help provide those items.

Between now and Saturday, December 21, you will see a Christmas tree and posterboard in our west
assembly area decorated with ornaments. Each ornament represents items needed to fill these
baskets. Please take an ornament, purchase the item, and bring it back to Mount Olive on or before
Sunday, December 22. If you are not able to join us on the 224, you can leave your purchased gifts
in wrapped boxes near the tree.

This Sunday, December 22, our Neighborhood Ministry and Education Committees have planned an
intergenerational service project during our Adult Forum time (9:30-10:30 am) where we will pack
the baskets and write notes for the recipients.
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Calendar

Wednesday, December 18

10:00 am Staff meeting

5:30 pm Children’s Choir supper
6:00 pm Children’s Choir rehearsals
7:00 pm Advent Evening Prayer
7:30 pm Cantorei rehearsal
Thursday, December 19

9:30 am Morning Prayer

7:00 pm MIRAC meeting

7:00 pm Narcotics Anonymous
Friday, December 20

7:00 pm Recovery Group

Sunday, December 22 - Fourth Sunday of Advent

8:00 am Holy Eucharist, followed by coffee and
conversation

9:30 am Intergenerational Christmas Event / Youth
Conversation

10:45 am Holy Eucharist, followed by coffee and
conversation

Monday, December 23

5:30 pm Family Music Time (online only)

7:00 pm Monday Night WAVE (N.A.)

Tuesday, December 24 - Christmas Eve

4:00 pm Christmas Eve Eucharist

9:30 pm Choral Prelude

10:00 pm Christmas Eve Eucharist
Wednesday, December 25

10:00 am Christmas Day Festival Eucharist

Midweek Advent Vespers

Midweek Evening Prayer will be prayed each

Wednesday evening during Advent
(Dec. 4, 11, and 18), at 7:00 pm.

All are welcome.

Tuesday Noon Bible
Study Link

Please note! There will be NO
Tuesday Bible Study on Dec.
24 or on Dec. 31.

The Tuesday Noon Bible Study
is meeting in person, in the East
Assembly Room. For those who
are unable to come in person,
we will continue to hold the
meeting over Zoom as well.

The link for the Tuesday noon
Bible study will be the same
every week. To join from your
computer, tablet, or
smartphone, click here.

Book Discussion

The book choice for January 11
is Kindred by Octavia Butler.

Everyone is invited to join
whenever you are able, at 10
a.m. in the library, usually on
the second Saturday of the
month. The group has been
using Zoom to provide remote
access to the sessions. If you
would like to participate in the
group, you can either attend
the monthly sessions which
meet at the church in person or
join remotely via Zoom. To join
from your computer, tablet, or
smart phone, click here.
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The Cantor Application Process Has Begun!

We ask that any member of the congregation with recommendations for a Cantor candidate please
contact the Cantor Call Committee:

1) Email: Send a note to callcommittee@mountolivechurch.org with the Candidate
Name, Email, and Phone Number.

2) Phone - If you cannot email easily, please call the Church, and leave a message with
our Interim Cantor, Robert Farlee. Bob is a member of the call committee and will
ensure we receive the referral information.

3) A member of the committee will reach out to the candidate directly to encourage
them to apply, providing a personal touch and an additional contact point with the
Committee.

4) Referrals will be kept confidential.

Get the word out:

The below link on our Mount Olive website with the Position Description and Congregation

Profile, and an application link, can be shared with colleagues or on social networks.
https://www.mountolivechurch.org/cantor-position/

In addition, the job posting is listed with the following organizations (links to the job postings
below).
Association of Lutheran Church Musicians,

American Guild of Organists.

As a reminder, the Position Description and Congregation Profile, were approved by the Vestry,
upon the recommendation of the Call Committee, as our publishable documentation for candidates
to review. The application link is located here.

We appreciate your prayers ongoing, and the trust you have placed with the committee. We are
very enthusiastic about moving to this phase of the process. Feel free to contact anyone on the Call
Committee if you have any feedback or questions.

Respectfully submitted,

Cantor Call Committee

Kat Campbell Johnson, chair

Larry Duncan

Bob Farlee

Pegqy Hoeft, recorder

Gene Janssen

Bekah Schulz

Tricia Van Ee Molbert

Cynthia Prosek, President, ex-officio
Pastor Joseph Crippen, ex-officio
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December Neighborhood Ministry Partner of the Month: Tubman

Tubman helps “women, men, children and families struggling with relationship violence,
substance abuse, mental health, and other forms of trauma.” Tubman has locations throughout the
Twin Cities, including here in south Minneapolis that provide shelter, legal services, counseling,
elder care, youth programming and education programs.

Mount Olive has chosen to support each of our Partners of the Month though a yearly contribution
from our budget, but on top of that, we encourage any member who wishes to contribute over and
above our budgeted amount to those partners doing work in their areas of passion and concern.
You can do this using your offering envelopes or our online giving system.

All additional contributions to our partner of the month will be distributed to the partner for the
month in which the contribution is received.

For more information about Tubman, please visit their website at www.tubman.org.
1

Former Mount Olive Cantor Receives 2025 Raabe Award

The Association of Lutheran Church Musicians is pleased to announce that Mark Sedio is the
recipient of the 2025 Raabe Prize for Excellence in Sacred Composition for his choral submission,
“Nada me falta.”

Mark Sedio served as Cantor at Central Lutheran Church in downtown Minneapolis from 2000-
2021. Prior to his appointment at Central, Sedio was Cantor at Mount Olive Lutheran Church,
Minneapolis, MN, from 1984-2000 and Director of Music at Saint Paul Lutheran in Davenport, IA,
1979-1982. He has held various faculty and instructor positions at Augsburg University, Gustavus
Adolphus College, and Luther Seminary. An Augsburg alumnus (1976) he currently serves as
University Organist.

Congratulations to Mark!

I
Olive Branch Holiday Publication Schedule

Next week’s Olive Branch will be published a day early on Tuesday, December 23. Information for
that issue is due on Monday morning, December 23.

As is our custom, there will be no Olive Branch published during the week between Christmas and
New year (no January 1 issue).

Weekly publication resumes on January 8, with information for that issue due on Monday,
January 6.
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Altar Flowers for 2025

The new chart for Altar Flowers is up and awaiting your sign-up!
Remember, each bouquet is now $50 ($100 for both). Simply sign the date and include a
commemoration if you like.

Don’t forget to take the altar flowers home with you following the second liturgy on that day.

Advent Devotional, Week 4 (final for this Advent)
Click here for the Advent Devotional for December 23-24.

For those who receive The Olive Branch in the mail, this week’s devotional is enclosed.

Godly Play This Week

-
It's a Special Celebration: This Sunday both Godly Play k

circles will meet together for our Advent celebration. All
children should gather in the West Assembly Room. From
there we will process into the sanctuary for our story time G O D LY P L AY
and then return to the West Assembly for our feasting and

celebrating. There will be NO Godly Play on December 29.

~

We encourage everyone to attend the Christmas Eve service at 4:00 p.m. on December 24 and our
Christmas Day service at 10:00 a.m. We will return to our regular schedule on January 5.

All children ages 3-kindergarten are welcome to Circle One, and children in grades 1-5 are welcome to
Circle Two.

2024 Contributions

Just a reminder that if you wish to receive credit on your 2024 contribution statement for gifts given this
year, those gifts must be in to the church office by December 31.
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Mount Olive Lutheran Church

3045 Chicago Avenue South
Minneapolis, MN 55407

A congregation of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America

Sunday Eucharist: 8 & 10:45 am

Contact Us

Phone: 612/827-5919

On the Web: mountolivechurch.org

Staff

Pastor - Joseph Crippen

Interim Organist - Robert Farlee

Interim Choir Director - Andrew Stoebig

Vicar - Natalie Wussler

Administrative Assistant - Cha Posz

Coordinator of Neighborhood Ministry -
Jim Bargmann

Sexton - Jose Morocho

Mount Olive is a Reconciling in Christ
congregation.
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