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The Olive Branch 
December 23, 2024 

Accent on Worship                                              
Jim Bargmann                        

 

December 29, 2024 
First Sunday of Christmas,  

year C 

 1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26 
Psalm 148 

Colossians 3:12-17 
Luke 2:41-52 

____________________________________________ 
 

January 5, 2025 
Second Sunday of Christmas,  

year ABC 

  Sirach 24:1-12 
Wisdom 10:15-21 
Ephesians 1:3-14 

John 1:1-18 
     

Sunday Readings 
 

“And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen 
his glory, the glory as of the Father’s only Son, full of grace and 
truth.”    - John 1:14 

What is “his glory?”  What is the glory of the Word made flesh?  
The glory of God’s only Son? 
 

It may seem odd to reference a hymn that is most commonly 
used during Lent in the season of Christmas, but that is 
precisely where my mind went when considering this question. 
 

The glory of Jesus, really the glory of God themself, especially 
at Christmas, is not the kind of glory you would expect - 
noticeable, beautiful, resplendent, full of magnificence.  The 
glory of God at Christmas is certainly worthy of praise, honor, 
admiration, worship - but not in the noticeable or commonly 
understood ways.  The glory of God we see in Jesus at 
Christmas is crowded streets, limited sleeping spaces, animals, 
a dirty, traveling refugee family and a helpless baby, never 
mind all the very real human things that come with the process  
of giving birth. 
 

It is in considering what it means to see the glory of God at 
Christmas that my mind went to another time where the glory 
of God was seen in perhaps its most profound state but not at 
all how you would expect - Jesus’ own death.  And I found 
myself singing these phrases: 
 

… love to the loveless shown that they might lovely be. 
 

… his sweet praises sing; resounding all the day…Then 
“Crucify!” is all their breath… 
 

… a murderer they save, the prince of life they slay. Yet 
cheerful he to suff’ring goes… 
 

 
                                           Accent on Worship, continued on page 2 

 

In the  
presence of  God. 

Being the  
presence of  God. 
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The Olive Branch 

 

 

Christmas Eve: Tuesday, December 24, 2024 

Christmas Eve Eucharist at 4:00 p.m. 

Choral Prelude at 9:30 p.m. 

Christmas Eve Eucharist at 10:00 p.m. 

 

Christmas Day: Wednesday, December 25, 2024 

Festival Eucharist at 10:00 a.m. 

 

First Sunday of Christmas, December 29, 2024 

Holy Eucharist at 8:00 & 10:45 a.m. 

 

The Name of Jesus: Wednesday, January 1, 2025 

Holy Eucharist at 10:00 a.m. 

 

Second Sunday of Christmas, January 5, 2025 

Holy Eucharist at 8:00 & 10:45 a.m. 

 

The Epiphany of Our Lord: Monday, January 6, 2025 

Holy Eucharist at 7:00 p.m. 

 

The Baptism of Our Lord: Sunday, January 12, 2025 

Holy Eucharist at 8:00 & 10:45 a.m. 

 
 

 
 
 

Accent on Worship, continued from page 1 

 
… In life no house, no home…in death no friendly tomb but what a stranger gave. What may I say? 
Heav’n was his home but mine the tomb wherein he lay. 
(Excerpts from “My Song Is Love Unknown,” Samuel Crossman, c. 1624-1683) 
 
The glory of God at Jesus’ birth, at Jesus’ death, at Jesus’ resurrection - and really in the whole of 
Jesus’ life is seen in these strange dichotomies.  The glory of God shown in these seemingly strange 
ways is precisely the way of Jesus.  And it is how we see the glory of God.  At Christmas, throughout 
Jesus’ life, in Jesus’ death - and resurrection - and in how God works in our lives. 
 
- Jim Bargmann 
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Tuesday Noon Bible 
Study Link 
 

Please note! There will be NO 
Tuesday Bible Study on Dec. 
24 or on Dec. 31. 
 

The Tuesday Noon Bible Study 
is meeting in person, in the East 
Assembly Room. For those who 
are unable to come in person, 
we will continue to hold the 
meeting over Zoom as well.   
 

The link for the Tuesday noon 
Bible study will be the same 
every week.  To join from your 
computer, tablet, or 
smartphone, click here. 
 

 

Book Discussion  

On January 11 the group will 
discuss Kindred by Octavia 
Spencer. From the deep South 
of Spencer's book, the February 
selection, To The Bright Edge of 
the World  by Eowyn Ivey will 
take the discussion to Alaska.  
 

Everyone is invited to join 
whenever you are able, at 10 
a.m. in the library, usually on 
the second Saturday of the 
month. The group has been 
using Zoom to provide remote 
access to the sessions. If you 
would like to participate in the 
group, you can either attend 
the monthly sessions which 
meet at the church in person or 
join remotely via Zoom. To join 
from your computer, tablet, or 
smart phone, click here. 

Calendar 
Wednesday, December 25 
10:00 am  Christmas Day Festival Eucharist 
Thursday, December 26 
9:30 am  NO Morning Prayer this day 
7:00 pm  Narcotics Anonymous 
Friday, December 27 
7:00 pm  Recovery Group 
Sunday, December 29 – First Sunday of Christmas 
8:00 am  Holy Eucharist, followed by coffee and 

conversation 
  No Education hour this day 
10:45 am  Holy Eucharist, followed by coffee and 

conversation 
Monday, December 30 
   No Family Music Time this day 
7:00 pm  Monday Night WAVE (N.A.) 
Tuesday, December 31 – Christmas Eve 
   No Noon Bible Study this day 
Wednesday, January 1, 2025 – The Name of Jesus 
10:00 am  Holy Eucharist for The Name of Jesus 

 
 
 

2024 Contributions 
 

Just a reminder that if you wish to receive credit on your 
2024 contribution statement for gifts given this year, those 
contributions must be in to the church office by  
December 31. 

 
 

Altar Flowers for 2025 
 

The new chart for Altar Flowers is up and awaiting your sign-
up! 
 

  Remember, each bouquet is now $50 ($100 for both). Simply 
sign the date and include a commemoration if you like. 
 

  Don’t forget to take the altar flowers home with you   
  following the second liturgy on that day.  

 
 
 

 

 

The Olive Branch 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89691547624?pwd=UTdiRDBTR08yMjF1YjhQWHdldnpQQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89691547624?pwd=UTdiRDBTR08yMjF1YjhQWHdldnpQQT09#success
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89691547624?pwd=UTdiRDBTR08yMjF1YjhQWHdldnpQQT09#success
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Revised Advent Devotional for December 23 
Micah 6:6-8; 2 Peter 1:16-21; Luke 1:46b-55 
 

One day, my son observed that who stops for people stranded by stalled cars are others in broken-
down vehicles. Mercedes drivers rush by, too busy. Shouldn’t resources give them more freedom 
to stop, not less? Tough questions from one’s child. Especially since I drove a used Mercedes at the 
time! 
 

The Magnificat belies society’s preferred image of obedient woman and holy babe glowing 
peacefully amongst nodding, lowing animals. This powerful liberation hymn reminds me that 
God-with-us continually stops for people on the margins.  
 

Can this point me toward wisdom? 
 

When he got a new job, this same son said, “Mom, I can’t do this retirement plan. Until everyone 
has security, why would I want it?” 
 

Micah says the reign of God comes through daily humble doing, not by showy gifting of excess. 
As vast estates swallowed small holdings in Judah, Micah witnessed oppressive crushing of 
people through economic, legal, and social systems benefiting others who already had plenty.  
Where did Micah hear wisdom in this? 
 

This atheist son of mine comes closer than I to having the heart of Christ. He would freely give his 
life if it meant lifting underclasses. Could this be because, from a very young age, he listened more 
than he talked in the Minneapolis public schools he attended? In his late teens, he did the same 
when working at the airport amidst constantly threatened African immigrants. 
 

Interrelated structures of economic, legal, and social patriarchy constantly threaten Mary. Initially 
because her pregnancy was outside its strictures, putting her life in real danger. Chronically as 
patriarchy crushes her witness for its own ends. Yet we glimpse the strength of her witness, and 
that of many women prophets and teachers whose strength patriarchy chronically crushes. 
 

What if it’s not too late to listen? 
 

2 Peter reports eyewitness to extravagant recognition of Jesus as Child of God at baptism and 
transfiguration. Some humans, too, demonstrated extravagant recognition. The woman who 
washed Jesus’s feet with oil was rebuked, and though her voice was obliterated, Jesus directs us to 
her witness.  
 

Too often, being Christ in the world becomes “helping” those impoverished by the very systems 
that bring me excess. In her song, Mary tells me in no uncertain terms: God chooses stopping with 
the impoverished. If Jesus was shaped by the chronically crushed, I would do well to be shaped by 
them also.  
 

Some might call my son foolish for not taking advantage of benefits at work; I pray for his depth of 

wisdom. At the holy birth, I recognize that perhaps God stops with the silenced, the impoverished, 

the crushed not just to help, but for the help only they have to give.  

                                         Teresa Rothausen 
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The Olive Branch 

December Neighborhood Ministry Partner of the Month: Tubman 
 

Tubman helps “women, men, children and families struggling with relationship violence, 
substance abuse, mental health, and other forms of trauma.”  Tubman has locations throughout the 
Twin Cities, including here in south Minneapolis that provide shelter, legal services, counseling, 
elder care, youth programming and education programs. 
 

Mount Olive has chosen to support each of our Partners of the Month though a yearly contribution 
from our budget, but on top of that, we encourage any member who wishes to contribute over and 

above our budgeted amount to those partners doing work in their areas of passion and concern. 
You can do this using your offering envelopes or our online giving system. 
All additional contributions to our partner of the month will be distributed to the partner for the 
month in which the contribution is received. 
 

For more information about Tubman, please visit their website at www.tubman.org. 
 

 
 
 

Upcoming Adult Forums 
 

January 5 and 12: Spiritual Practices and the Ancient Christian Ministry of Spiritual Direction, a 
2-part series presented by Teresa J. Rothausen, Ph.D. 
 

Many of us are discerning if we need to make changes or shifts in our lives now in response to the 
events in our country and the world. In every era, Christians have done this type of discernment. 
Jesus told us, "I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. But when the Spirit of 
Truth comes, she will guide you into all truth." John 16:12. What does Christian tradition teach 
about how the Spirit guides us in the decisions that, together, result in the direction of our lives 
and our impact on the word? In common with other faith traditions, a way of life basic to Jewish 
and Christian traditions interweaves of loving God and loving neighbor in gospel terms, 
spirituality and social justice according to the prophets, contemplation and action in traditional 
spirituality, or mysticism and resistance in contemporary theology.  
 

These two sessions will focus on spiritual practices of loving God, spirituality, contemplation, and 
mysticism, from our tradition, which are necessary and central to right love of neighbor, social 
justice, action, and resistance. Many spiritual practices will be briefly covered and two covered 
more deeply; the first session will focus on the ancient ministry of Spiritual Direction, and the 
second on ways of Spiritual Discernment. 
 
January 19: Tammy Wahlhof, of Lutheran Advocacy Minnesota, will discuss the COP 28 
International Climate conference held in Dubai in December 2023 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.tubman.org/
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Orchestra Hall Outing 
 

About 25 of Charles Lazarus’ closest Mount Olive friends enjoyed his “Merry and Bright” concert at 
Orchestra Hall on December 15. 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Olive Branch Holiday Publication Schedule 
 

As is our custom, there will be no Olive Branch published during the week between Christmas and New 
year (no January 1 issue). 
 

Weekly publication resumes on January 8, with information for that issue due on Monday,  
January 6. 
 
 

 
 

Godly Play This Week  

No Godly Play on December 29. Our regular circles will resume  
on Sunday, January 5.  
 

Circle 1 will hear when Jesus said, “follow me.”  
Circle 2 will celebrate Epiphany. 
 

All children ages 3-kindergarten are welcome to Circle One, and  
children in grades 1-5 are welcome to Circle Two. 
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Mount Olive Lutheran Church 
3045 Chicago Avenue South 
Minneapolis, MN  55407 

A congregation of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America 

Sunday Eucharist:  8 & 10:45 am 
 

Contact Us 
Phone: 612/827-5919 
On the Web: mountolivechurch.org 

Staff 
Pastor – Joseph Crippen 
Interim Organist – Robert Farlee 
Interim Choir Director – Andrew Stoebig 
Vicar – Natalie Wussler 
Administrative Assistant – Cha Posz 
Coordinator of Neighborhood Ministry – 

Jim Bargmann 
Sexton – Jose Morocho 
 

Mount Olive is a Reconciling in Christ 
congregation. 
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