Sunday Readings

March 30, 2025
Fourth Sunday in Lent, year C
Joshua 5:9-12
Psalm 32
2 Corinthians 5:16-21
Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32

April 6, 2025
Fifth Sunday in Lent, year C
Isaiah 43:16-21
Psalm 126
Philippians 3:4b-14
John 12:1-8

In the
presence of God.

Being the
presence of God.
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Accent on Worship Pastor Joseph Crippen

They are brothers after all

So much can and has been said about this Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus’
story of a father and two sons. For today, consider this: they are
brothers. But there’s little love lost between them. Though they’re
family, they're struggling living in that.

That makes me consider our family of God. We are siblings to each
other in Christ, we matter to each other. Here we can feel welcomed,
loved, accepted, a part of the family.

But the world is really hard right now. So much threatens things we
value, people we cherish as God’s own. And [ wonder if that’s wearing
on us. I'm seeing shorter tempers than we usually have, less patience
between folks, some cracks in our community affection. Noticeable, but
not widespread. And it’s understandable that the world’s worries and
fears could bleed into our life together.

But here are two encouragements. First, let’s be ready to offer extra
slack, patience and understanding when one of our family cracks and
has a tough day, or acts in surprising ways. We're all under pressure,
and if we remember that, we’ll love others through their struggling.

Second, let’s find ways to cope with the fears of these days that don’t
leave us overstressed and unable to be who we want to be with each
other. Ways to deal with the anxiety that won’t inhibit our ability to be
loving to each other. Because we all depend on that love.

Be of good cheer: you are in God’s love, always. And you have a place
in this community even on your worst day. God help us all to love
each other through these years so we can also be God’s love to a world
in pain.

L
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Upcoming Adult Forums

March 30 and April 6: Mount Olive member Tom Schattauer will present a 2-part series on the
Rites of Triduum and their liturgical history.

Our worship together as God’s people through the cycles of the Church Year forms an imagination
for God’s presence and purpose for us and for our world. These forum sessions explore how the
principle services of the annual Paschal Triduum (or Three Days) — Maundy Thursday, Good
Friday, Vigil of Easter, and Easter Day —help us to imagine, to see, to trust “Christ alive among his
people for the life of the world.”

The first session looks at the intersection of liturgy and imagination in your own experiences of the
Three Days and offers an overview of the development of the Three Days out of the early Christian
Pascha (or Passover).

The second session looks specifically at the essential pieces of the liturgies of the Three Days as we
have them in our current worship book and asks how they touch on our imagination in order to
shape our living in faith, hope, and love.

NO Adult Forum April 13 and 20 (Passion Sunday and Easter)

Reminder: The videos of recorded Adult Forum sessions are available on the Mount Olive
YouTube channel, under the "Adult Forum Presentations" playlist.

Holy Week, Triduum, and Easter at Mount Olive

Monday-Wednesday, April 14-16: Monday-Wednesday in Holy Week
+ Daily Prayer at Noon, in the side chapel of the nave, near the columbarium

Thursday, April 17: Maundy Thursday
+ Holy Eucharist, Noon
+ Holy Eucharist, with Washing of Feet, 7:00 pm

Friday, April 18: Good Friday
+ Stations of the Cross, Noon

+ Adoration of the Cross, 7 pm

Saturday, April 19: Holy Saturday
+ The Easter Vigil, 8:30 pm, followed by a festive reception

Sunday, April 20: The Resurrection of Our Lord/Easter Day
+ ONE Festival Holy Eucharist at 10 am (note change in Sunday schedule!)
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T he Olive Branch

Calendar

Wednesday, March 26 TueSday Noon Bible
9:00 am Staff meeting Study Link
Noon Midweek Lenten Eucharist, followed by Soup

The Tuesday Noon Bible Study
meets weekly in person in the
East Assembly Room. For those

Luncheon
5:30 pm Children’s Choirs supper
5:45 pm Godly Play teachers meeting )
6:00 pm Children’s Choir rehearsals who are unab}e i Come.m
6:00 pm Soup supper person, the Bible Study is held

7:00 pm Midweek Vespers e Zaaui s vell

7:35 pm Cantorei rehearsal The link for the Tuesday noon
Thursday, March 27 Bible study will be the same
9:30 am Morning Prayer every week. To join from your
5:00 pm Cantor Call Committee meeting computer, tablet, or
7:00 pm Narcotics Anonymous smartphone, click here.
Friday, March 28
7:00 pm Recovery Group . .
Sunday, March 30 - The Fourth Sunday in Lent Book Discussion
8:00 am Holy Eucharist, followed by coffee and conv'ersat1on On April 12 the discussion will
9:30 am Adult Forum/Godly Play/Youth Conversation N .
X . travel to Nigeria to consider

10:45 am Holy Eucharist, followed by coffee and conversation .

. _ ) Under the Udala Trees by Chinelo
12:15 pm Special Vestry meeting (tentative) Okparanta. In Mav vou can ioin
Monday, March 31 p ' yy :

in learning about Eileen Blair,
author and wife of George
Orwell, as we read Wifedom,
Mrs. Orwell's Invisible Life by
Anna Funder.

10am-1pm RJCA meeting

5:30 pm Family Music Time (online only)
7:00 pm Monday Night WAVE (N.A.)
Tuesday, April 1

Noon Bible Study

Everyone is invited to join
| whenever you are able, at 10
a.m. in the library, usually on
the second Saturday of the
month. The group has been
Midweek Lenten Worship using Zoom to provide remote
: access to the sessions. If you
Wednesdays in Lent . L
/ would like to participate in the
Holy Eucharist at Noon,

followed by Soup Luncheon group, you can either attend the
monthly sessions which meet at

Vespers at 7:00 pm, the church in person or join
preceded by Soup Supper at 6 pm remotely via Zoom. To join
All are welcome. from your computer, tablet, or

smart phone, click here.
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https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89691547624?pwd=UTdiRDBTR08yMjF1YjhQWHdldnpQQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89691547624?pwd=UTdiRDBTR08yMjF1YjhQWHdldnpQQT09#success
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89691547624?pwd=UTdiRDBTR08yMjF1YjhQWHdldnpQQT09#success
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82842771402?pwd=w6lWdPR3JEufKF3eI6ne1XPrUPu7qR.1
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82842771402?pwd=w6lWdPR3JEufKF3eI6ne1XPrUPu7qR.1
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82842771402?pwd=w6lWdPR3JEufKF3eI6ne1XPrUPu7qR.1

T he Olive Branch

Godly Play Themes for This Week (@
\\Z

We are on the road to Jerusalem and Holy Week. Godly Play
Circle 1 will meet some of the women in Jesus' circle, particularly

those who were at his death and burial.

Godly Play 2 will be following Jesus through his ministry in Judea. G O D LY P LAY
All children ages 3-Grade 1 are welcome to Circle One, and children in grades 2-5 are welcome

to Circle Two.

Action Alert from your Global Ministry
Committee and the ELCA

Food aid and the farm bill: In the final months of 2024 we asked
Mount Olive members and friends to urge their U.S. senators and
representatives to resist major cuts in domestic and global food aid
in a new farm bill. We acknowledged that there was an increasing
likelihood that the farm bill —which includes a myriad of topics
and is renewed every five years —would be left to the new
Congress. And that’s what happened.

Now an ELCA “Action Alert” says House Republicans have proposed cuts of $230 billion over
nine years to Department of Agriculture programs, with most to come from the Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Program, or SNAP, which serves some 40 million people. The ELCA says the
proposed cuts are in early stages and that top GOP agriculture leaders have tried to push back
against the cuts.

Not mentioned in the ELCA’s alert, but part of the bigger picture, is what appears in the media to
be the recent near-decimation — at least for now — of the United States Agency for International
Development (USAID), which for decades has provided food and other aid to people around the
globe. It never hurts to remind our U.S. representatives and senators that there are many of us who
care deeply about providing food security —and believe it should transcend partisan politics. You
can phone, email, or put pen to paper. You can make your voice heard through the ELCA Action
Alert. We can also pray for all who need food aid, and for those who can make it happen.
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https://mn.gov/portal/government/federal/minnesota-delegation.jsp
https://give.elca.org/page/80615/action/1?ea.tracking.id=&utm_medium=email&utm_source=engagingnetworks&utm_campaign=utm_wis-email-03122025&utm_content=031225+Stop+Cuts+to+Hunger+Programs+-+2025+Lenten+Series+5447675283&ea.url.id=3395477&forwarded=true
https://give.elca.org/page/80615/action/1?ea.tracking.id=&utm_medium=email&utm_source=engagingnetworks&utm_campaign=utm_wis-email-03122025&utm_content=031225+Stop+Cuts+to+Hunger+Programs+-+2025+Lenten+Series+5447675283&ea.url.id=3395477&forwarded=true

T he Olive Branch

March Neighborhood Ministries Partner of the Month:

Sabathani Community Center and Community Emergency Services

In March, we highlight two of our partners that work on issues of food insecurity in our south
Minneapolis community as a part of the Minnesota FoodShare March Campaign, a state-wide initiative
intended to bring together “organizations, businesses, faith communities, and individuals” to raise
awareness about the issue of food insecurity and support for local food programs.

“Sabathani Community Center is one of Minnesota’s oldest African American-founded nonprofits...
[and] helps equip approximately 32,000 South Minneapolis residents annually” through their food shelf,
clothes closet, seniors programs, workforce initiatives, support for school- age children, and more.

Community Emergency Service or CES, works to alleviate hunger and food insecurity through an on-site
food shelf, food delivery programs, a partnership with Meals on Wheels, and its unique Ani-Meals
program, providing food for pets and service animals.

Mount Olive has chosen to support each of our Partners of the Month through a yearly contribution
from our budget. On top of those financial contributions, we encourage any member who wishes to
donate over and above our budgeted amount to those partners doing work in their areas of passion and
concern. You can do this using your offering envelopes or our online giving system. All additional
contributions to our partner of the month will be distributed to the partner for the month in which the
contribution is received.

In addition, we will be collecting donations of non-perishable food items in the cart located in the West
Assembly to be divided between our two food shelf partners. However, for those who are able, we
strongly encourage monetary donations. Because our food shelf partners have access discounts and bulk
purchase opportunities not available to regular consumers, monetary donations allow our partners to
purchase much more food than if we were to purchase the same food through a retail store.

For more information about the work of the Sabathani Community Center, please visit their website at
sabathani.org. For more information about CES, please visit cesmn.org .

Special Congregation Meeting to Call a Cantor

The Vestry has called for a special congregational meeting on Sunday, April 13, 2025,
following the second liturgy that day (Sunday of the Passion/Palm Sunday). The sole
purpose for this meeting is to consider a candidate for Cantor of Mount Olive and vote
whether to call that person.

This meeting is called in advance of a decision by the Call Committee and Vestry because the
constitution requires three weeks’ notice of a congregational meeting. If the Call Committee
and Vestry do not decide to bring forward a name from these final interviews, then the April
13 meeting will be cancelled.

Please note that the semi-annual meeting of the congregation is set for April 27. More to
follow.
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http://www.cesmn.org/

The Olivc Branch

Easter Garden

If you would like to make a donation to help defray the costs of the beautiful flowers which adorn
our Easter liturgies, please make your gift payable to Mount Olive, but be sure that “Easter
Flowers” is clearly designated on the envelope and your check.

These gifts can be brought or mailed to the church office or placed in the offering plate on Sunday
mornings between now and Easter Day, April 20.

T,
Chancel Dusting and Polishing Day

The Altar Guild is hosting a chancel-cleaning event on Saturday, April 5, beginning at 9:00 a.m.

Please join our crew — for an hour, for the morning. The more hands, the faster we'll finish! Come
help prepare our worship space for Holy Week and Easter.

Questions? Contact Beth Gaede —bgaedel3@¢gmail.com.

I ——
Fish Fry Fridays

The Mount Olive Fish Fry Friends along with Pope Francis at the Nativity of Mary Lenten Fish
Fry last Friday.

Join us this coming Friday at Saint John Vianney Catholic Church, 789 17th Ave. N., South St.
Paul, $15, 4:00-7:00 p.m. https//www.sjvssp.org/news.
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https://us-west-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=rs6.net&u=aHR0cHM6Ly94Y2Zpbmh1YWIuY2MucnM2Lm5ldC90bi5qc3A_&i=NjdiNGM2MjE5OWYwZjEyOWEyYjZiMWQ4&t=VHhkdmMzQWVmMDliRGJ4ZE93VGV4YW11bnZ6eG1NNHNDbUFKKzhsWEplTT0=&h=90a067556c2848049bc626de4632dc31&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVarZdVWwWGOYlSm97dfOmABvw715bHY0UFBeeeyIbekmA
mailto:bgaede13@gmail.com

Mount Olive Lutheran Church
3045 Chicago Avenue South
Minneapolis, MN 55407

A congregation of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America

Sunday Eucharist: 8 & 10:45 am

Contact Us
Phone: 612/827-5919
On the Web: mountolivechurch.org

Staff

Pastor - Joseph Crippen

Interim Organist — Robert Farlee

Interim Choir Director - Andrew Stoebig

Vicar - Natalie Wussler

Administrative Assistant - Cha Posz

Coordinator of Neighborhood Ministry -
Jim Bargmann

Sexton - Jose Morocho

Mount Olive is a Reconciling in Christ
congregation.
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